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Foreword 

By Jonathan Schanzer

In the wake of the October 7, 2023, attacks, it became abundantly clear that a serious problem existed in American 
higher education. Dramatic congressional hearings and chaotic board meetings felled one university president 
after the next. And for good reason. They had allowed, or even enabled, the rise of virulent antisemitism on 
their campuses. 

But a more systemic question lingered: how had so many universities become susceptible to the antisemitic rhetoric 
and violence that rocked the country for the first full year of the war in the Middle East, if not longer?

This question was answered, in part, with the revamping of the Department of Education’s Section 117 Foreign Gift 
& Contract Reporting dashboard.1 The portal revealed some shocking numbers. The State of Qatar, a state sponsor 
of Hamas, the Taliban, and a host of other jihadist organizations, was the number one patron of institutions of 
higher learning in the United States. This autocratic microstate with a mere 330,000 citizens had contributed 
a whopping $9 billion dollars to top American schools. China, a country that seeks to upend America’s global 
dominance, contributed more than $7 billion. Saudi Arabia contributed $4.6 billion. 

Why do these countries make charitable donations to American higher education? It’s certainly not for the tax 
break. It’s also not because their governments care deeply about whether American students are adept at calculus 
or have a good grasp of Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. The most cynical interpretation of their donations is that 
they want to buy influence in the United States. More to the point, they seek to influence malleable American 
minds while they are still young and formative.

To be clear, we cannot possibly know the extent to which these foreign powers have stoked antisemitism directly. 
However, we can say for certain that American alumni seeking to curb antisemitism at their alma maters will 
collectively struggle to match the purchasing power of sovereign states. The huge sums donated by Qatar (and 
other powers) enable university administrators to comfortably shrug off their concerns. To put it another way, 

1. U.S. Department of Education, “Section 117 Foreign Gift and Contract Public Transparency Dashboard,” accessed September 29, 2026. 
(https://www.foreignfundinghighered.gov) 

https://www.foreignfundinghighered.gov
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most individual donors are decidedly less important to the universities than the foreign powers who continue to 
cram millions upon millions into swelling endowments.

As Americans struggle to digest this discomforting fact, they must also ask another crucial question: where else 
are these foreign powers buying influence? This was the question that guided the research you are about to read. 

The guiding assumption of FDD’s Education and National Security Program was simple. If foreign funding and 
foreign influence are a problem in higher education, then it stands to reason that there might be a similar problem 
in K-12 schools. And that is exactly what the team found. Millions of dollars, donated by Qatar Foundation 
International, have found their way into American schools. 

The estimated $10 million documented in this report is merely a representative sample. The team managed to 
uncover these funds through Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests filed in school districts across the 
country. The percentage of districts that responded was low, but some released rich troves that expose the extent 
of Qatari influence. A wider survey of American schools will undeniably yield documentation of even greater 
spending and influence. 

But the FDD study does not end there. The team found evidence pointing to persistent Chinese government 
influence in K-12 classrooms. It also documents how a multilateral Islamic bank has pumped more than $17 
million into Muslim schools in the United States. Alarmingly, one of the bank’s largest stakeholders is the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

None of this portends well for American education. All of it must be addressed at the state and federal levels. It 
would be helpful if individual school districts addressed the problem, too. The first challenge is transparency: 
Only one of the 50 states has a requirement to disclose foreign funding in public schools, and there is no federal 
requirement. That is why the authors of this paper had to submit reams of public records requests. Yet transparency 
alone is not enough. We need a robust discussion of whether the time has come to preclude foreign influence — 
especially that of hostile dictatorships — in America’s K-12 classrooms.

Of course, foreign influence is a much wider problem. From social media to political donations to artificial 
intelligence, America is getting pummeled with messages that derive from foreign influence operations. The 
response from Washington up until now has lacked any sense of urgency. That is simply unacceptable. Our hope 
is that the information in this report serves as a wake-up call. If generic foreign influence is not alarming enough, 
then perhaps foreign influence in America’s kindergarten classrooms will be.
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Introduction

America’s primary and secondary schools have become targets of foreign influence campaigns. Qatar Foundation 
International (QFI), an organization with ties to Qatar’s royal family, has spent more than $10 million on K-12 
public school programming in nearly two dozen major districts, mainly to support Arabic language and culture 
instruction. In federal filings, Qatari authorities insist QFI is exclusively a grant-making organization that “has no 
role in setting or influencing classroom content or management.”2 Nevertheless, QFI’s grants are used by recipients 
to pay for teaching material whose Arabic programs include maps that falsely label Israel as “Palestine.”3

Across the United States, K-12 Islamic private schools received over $17 million in funding from the Islamic 
Development Bank (IsDB),4 a Jeddah-based multilateral institution whose shareholders include the governments 
of Iran, Qatar, and Turkey.5 Many of these schools also received accreditation from the Council of Islamic Schools 
based in North America (CISNA), a standards-setting body supported by IsDB. Textbooks at Brighter Horizons 
Academy, a Texas school that received $995,000 from IsDB, offer praise for a wide range of extremist clerics who 
have justified suicide bombing and defended Hamas. The textbook also offers advice such as, “Girls should not 
e-mail boys, and boys should not e-mail girls, unless they have a good, Islamic reason to communicate.”6

The Chinese government once supported more than 100 Confucius Institutes on American college campuses, 
promoting Beijing’s agenda under the banner of educating students about Chinese language and culture. A backlash 
both in Congress and at the grassroots level led to the closure of most institutes. However, there was less scrutiny of 
the roughly 500 “Confucius Classrooms” in K-12 public schools that the institutes supported.7 Beijing’s influence in 
K-12 education may be continuing today, albeit with a lower profile. The former head of the Confucius Institute U.S. 
Center — the de facto headquarters of Beijing’s influence campaign — now serves as executive director of the Center 
for Bridging Cultures (CBC), a new nonprofit that assumed responsibility for the K-12 programming of at least one 
shuttered Confucius Institute as well as grants to public schools and trips to China for public school administrators.

There are few guardrails to prevent foreign funding or influence from shaping K-12 education. Whereas federal 
law requires institutions of higher education to report foreign gifts or contracts whose value exceeds $250,000, 
there is no comparable requirement for primary or secondary schools. At the state level, there are nascent efforts 
to require transparency, but lawmakers have not moved to block foreign funding or influence. 

2. State of Qatar, “Briefing Pack,” June 2024. (https://efile.fara.gov/docs/5931-Informational-Materials-20240605-20.pdf)
3. In response to public records requests, Boston Public Schols, Los Angeles Unified, and Austin Independent School Districts shared 
teaching materials used in QFI-funded Arabic-language programs, including textbooks, workbooks, and classroom slide decks that 
depict maps of the region labeling the area as “Palestine” and omitting Israel. Teaching materials obtained via public records requests, 
on file with the author. (https://fdd.box.com/s/lwrialia2qhn8dvinvki6j67b0bad936); Los Angeles Unified School District, “Response to 
Public Records Request, teaching materials used in Bell High School’s Arabic program,” archived July 2026. (https://fdd.box.com/s/
lwrialia2qhn8dvinvki6j67b0bad936)Austin Independent School District, “Response to Public Records Request, teaching materials used 
in the district’s Arabic program,” archived July 2026. (https://fdd.box.com/s/lwrialia2qhn8dvinvki6j67b0bad936) 
4. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed September 16, 2026. (https://web.archive.
org/web/20240701152302/www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map) 
5. “Board of Executive Directors,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed July 2026. (https://www.isdb.org/leadership/board-of-executive-directors) 
6. Sam Westrop, “Hamas Officials’ Family and Affiliates Established and Staffed Top Dallas Private School,” Middle East Forum, March 6, 
2026. (https://www.meforum.org/fwi/hamas-officials-family-and-affiliates-established-and-staffed-top-dallas-private-school) 
7. On the fate of these classrooms amid the backlash against Confucius Institutes, see: Rachelle Peterson, Ian Oxnevad, and Flora Yan, 
“After Confucius Institutes: China’s Enduring Influence on American Higher Education,” National Association of Scholars, June 21, 2022. 
(https://www.nas.org/report/after-confucius-institutes/full-report).

https://efile.fara.gov/docs/5931-Informational-Materials-20240605-20.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20240701152302/www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map
https://web.archive.org/web/20240701152302/www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map
https://www.isdb.org/leadership/board-of-executive-directors
https://www.meforum.org/fwi/hamas-officials-family-and-affiliates-established-and-staffed-top-dallas-private-school
https://www
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Given the lack of transparency, it is difficult even to document the extent of foreign influence in American schools. 
To learn more, FDD’s Education and National Security Program filed more than 260 public records requests, 
while working with a partner, Open The Books, to file an additional 1,200 requests in school districts across the 
nation. These requests yielded extensive information about QFI programs as well as substantive material about 
CBC initiatives, yet private schools are not subject to such disclosures. 

This research shows that several vectors exist for foreign influences in K-12 education. They reflect the interests 
of foreign powers, not those of American students. At both the state and federal level, there is an urgent need to 
strengthen transparency requirements and to ask why anyone other than Americans could be shaping K-12 education.

Influencers and Schemes

Qatar Foundation International Influence and Funding

The Qatar Foundation (QF) is a de facto arm of the Qatari government, founded in 1995 by the previous ruler of 
Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, and his wife, Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.8 Sheikha Moza is the mother 
of the current emir, Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, and continues to serve as chairperson.9 QF has sunk billions into 
American universities, including Georgetown, Cornell, and Texas A&M, to establish branches in Doha’s Education 
City. Despite federal disclosure laws, much of this funding went unreported until the U.S. Department of Education 
exerted pressure on the schools.10

Launched in 2009, QFI describes itself as “a U.S.-based affiliate of Qatar Foundation (QF) dedicated to advancing 
QF’s mission and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser’s vision of connecting cultures and advancing global 
citizenship through education.”11 In June 2026, QFI suddenly announced it would conclude operations “after more 
than 17 years of pioneering work to advance the teaching and learning of Arabic globally.”12 The brief announcement 
provided no explanation for the change of plans. Initially, QFI operated as a tax-exempt nonprofit organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. tax code, but then pivoted in 2012.13 Subsequently, QFI re-registered as a 
limited liability company (LLC), with the effect of narrowing QFI’s required disclosures to the IRS and to the 
public about its sources of income.14 QFI did not publicly disclose the reason for the change to its status.

8. U.S. Department of Justice, “Exhibit A to Registration Statement Pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended,” 
filed by The Ogilvy Group, LLC on behalf of Qatar Foundation, August 30, 2018, page 2; “Scope of Services, Call-Off Agreement for 
External Communication Services (Public Relation Agency) for Qatar Foundation Head Quarter,” attached to the same filing, page 7. 
(https://efile.fara.gov/docs/6585-Exhibit-AB-20180830-3.pdf) 
9. “Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser,” WISE (Qatar Foundation), accessed April 1, 2026. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20260401005559/https:/www.wise-qatar.org/biography/her-highness-sheikha-moza-bint-nasser)
10. U.S. Department of Education, “Section 117 Foreign Gift and Contract Public Transparency Dashboard,” accessed August 20, 2026. 
(https://www.foreignfundinghighered.gov); Aruna Viswanatha and Melissa Korn, “Top Universities Took Billions in Unreported Foreign Funds, 
U.S. Finds,” The Wall Street Journal, October 20, 2020. (https://www.wsj.com/us-news/education/top-universities-took-billions-in-unreported-
foreign-funds-u-s-finds-11603226953); U.S. Executive Order 14282, “Transparency Regarding Foreign Influence at American Universities,” 
April 23, 2025. (https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/transparency-regarding-foreign-influence-at-american-universities) 
11. “About QFI,” Qatar Foundation International, accessed October 8, 2026. (https://web.archive.org/web/20120405030711/http://www.
qfi.org/landing/1/About-QFI)
12. “A Message from Qatar Foundation International: QFI to Wind Down Operations,” Qatar Foundation International, June 5, 2026. 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20260609131208/https://www.qfi.org/news/a-message-from-qatar-foundation-international) 
13. U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Corporate Filing, “Qatar Foundation International,” EIN 20-5714317, 2011. (https://pdf.guidestar.org/
PDF_Images/2012/205/714/2012-205714317-083b6edb-F.pdf)
14. “Privacy Policy,” Qatar Foundation International, accessed October 8, 2026. (https://web.archive.org/web/20260603202106/https://
www.qfi.org/privacy-policy)

https://efile.fara.gov/docs/6585-Exhibit-AB-20180830-3.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20260401005559/https:/www.wise-qatar.org/biography/her-highness-sheikha-moza-bint-nasser
https://web.archive.org/web/20260401005559/https:/www.wise-qatar.org/biography/her-highness-sheikha-moza-bint-nasser
https://www.foreignfundinghighered.gov
https://www.wsj.com/us-news/education/top-universities-took-billions-in-unreported-foreign-funds-u-s-finds-11603226953
https://www.wsj.com/us-news/education/top-universities-took-billions-in-unreported-foreign-funds-u-s-finds-11603226953
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/transparency-regarding-foreign-influence-at-american-universities
https://web.archive.org/web/20120405030711/http://www.qfi.org/landing/1/About-QFI
https://web.archive.org/web/20120405030711/http://www.qfi.org/landing/1/About-QFI
https://web.archive.org/web/20260609131208/https://www.qfi.org/news/a-message-from-qatar-foundation-international
https://web.archive.org/web/20260609131208/https://www.qfi.org/news/a-message-from-qatar-foundation-international
https://pdf.guidestar.org/PDF_Images/2012/205/714/2012-205714317-083b6edb-F.pdf
https://pdf.guidestar.org/PDF_Images/2012/205/714/2012-205714317-083b6edb-F.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20260603202106/https://www.qfi.org/privacy-policy
https://web.archive.org/web/20260603202106/https://www.qfi.org/privacy-policy
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Given Doha’s long record of promoting Islamist ideology, and the fact that QFI was created to advance the “vision” 
of the Qatari royal family, there is ample reason for concern.15 For example, Qatar hosts the International Union of 
Muslim Scholars (IUMS), which issued a religious edict, or fatwa, in March 2025 calling on Muslim governments 
to support Hamas “militarily, economically, and politically.”16 The longtime head of IUMS was the late Egyptian 
cleric Yusuf al-Qaradawi, the de facto spiritual leader of the Muslim Brotherhood.17 

Qatar’s actions also provide ample reason for concern. Doha has hosted the senior leadership of Hamas for 
more than a decade while funding the group in Gaza.18 Qatar also has a long record of supporting jihadi forces, 
including the Taliban and the Syrian branch of al-Qaeda, while turning its own territory into a permissive 
jurisdiction for terror finance.19 Doha has also deployed its wealth to burnish its image, whether by employing 
bribes to secure hosting rights for the 2022 World Cup or to convince U.S. and European lawmakers to 
dampen criticism of the regime.20 Lastly, Qatar’s policies toward women and same-sex relationships hardly 
align with American values.21 

Claims That QFI Seeks no Influence

In a 2024 disclosure report required by the Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA), Qatari officials described QFI 
as a “grant-making organization” that “has no role in setting or influencing classroom content or management.”22 
Citing research by FDD’s Education and National Security Program, a Georgia lawmaker asserted that QFI’s 
educational initiatives promoted “anti-Israel behavior” through “antisemitic school assignments.”23 This prompted 
a response from Qatar’s ambassador to Washington, Meshal bin Hamad al-Thani, who claimed, “Qatar Foundation 
International has a single, narrow philanthropic mission: to provide grants to schools and teachers engaged in 
Arabic language instruction. That’s it.”24 Similarly, the ambassador’s deputy asserted, “all QFI grants are fully 
transparent and come with no restrictions.”25 In response to claims of politicization, the deputy added that “Qatar 
does not provide curriculum, control classrooms, or determine what teachers say.”26 Public records allow members 
of the public to assess his claims. 

15. “About QFI,” Qatar Foundation International, accessed September 16, 2026. (https://web.archive.org/web/20120405030711/http://
www.qfi.org/landing/1/About-QFI)
16. Natalie Ecanow and Mariam Wahba, “Qatar Tacitly Approves Muslim Scholars’ Call for ‘Armed Jihad’ Against Israel,” Foundation 
for Defense of Democracies, April 11, 2025. (https://www.fdd.org/analysis/policy_briefs/2025/04/11/qatar-tacitly-approves-muslim-scholars-
call-for-armed-jihad-against-israel)
17. Ibid. 
18. “10 Things to Know About Hamas and Qatar,” Foundation for Defense of Democracies, December 2023. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/12/10-things-to-know-about-hamas-and-qatar.pdf)
19. Jonathan Schanzer, “Assessing the U.S. - Qatar Relationship,” Testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Subcommittee on 
the Middle East and North Africa, July 26, 2017. (https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA13/20170726/106329/HHRG-115-FA13-Wstate-
SchanzerJ-20170726.pdf); See also: Natalie Ecanow, “Is Qatar an ally or an enemy in the fight against terror finance,” The Hill, August 31, 
2024. (https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/4854960-us-qatar-terror-finance).
20. Natalie Ecanow, “Defamation Lawsuit Thrusts Qatar’s Record of Corruption Into the Spotlight,” Foundation for Defense of Democracies, 
September 18, 2025. (https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/09/18/defamation-lawsuit-thrusts-qatars-record-of-corruption-into-the-spotlight)
21. “World Report 2024: Qatar Events of 2023,” Human Rights Watch, accessed October 8, 2026. (https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/
country-chapters/qatar)
22. State of Qatar, “Briefing Pack,” June 2024. (https://efile.fara.gov/docs/5931-Informational-Materials-20240605-20.pdf)
23. @epanitch, X, January 28, 2026. (https://x.com/epanitch/status/2016629105480126957)
24. @Amb_AlThani, X, January 29, 2026. (https://x.com/Amb_AlThani/status/2016901812641530364)
25. @hmmm1983, X, January 29, 2026. (https://x.com/hmmm1983/status/2016917821935034400) 
26. @hmmm1983, X, May 29, 2026. (https://x.com/hmmm1983/status/2060391139111231590)

https://web.archive.org/web/20120405030711/http://www.qfi.org/landing/1/About-QFI
https://web.archive.org/web/20120405030711/http://www.qfi.org/landing/1/About-QFI
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/policy_briefs/2025/04/11/qatar-tacitly-approves-muslim-scholars-call-for-armed-jihad-against-israel
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/policy_briefs/2025/04/11/qatar-tacitly-approves-muslim-scholars-call-for-armed-jihad-against-israel
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/10-things-to-know-about-hamas-and-qatar.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/10-things-to-know-about-hamas-and-qatar.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA13/20170726/106329/HHRG-115-FA13-Wstate-SchanzerJ-20170726.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA13/20170726/106329/HHRG-115-FA13-Wstate-SchanzerJ-20170726.pdf
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/4854960-us-qatar-terror-finance/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/09/18/defamation-lawsuit-thrusts-qatars-record-of-corruption-into-the-spotlight
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/qatar
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/qatar
https://efile.fara.gov/docs/5931-Informational-Materials-20240605-20.pdf
https://x.com/epanitch/status/2016629105480126957
https://x.com/Amb_AlThani/status/2016901812641530364
https://x.com/hmmm1983/status/2016917821935034400
https://x.com/hmmm1983/status/2060391139111231590
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Uncovering the Evidence

QFI has never published a full list of grant recipients, the amounts awarded, the purpose of those grants, or the 
conditions attached to its funding. Public schools are subject to state-level freedom of information laws, but a 
separate request is required for each district. In partnership with Open The Books — a nonprofit dedicated to 
transparent government — FDD’s Education and National Security Program filed more than 1,425 public records 
requests across both K-12 public school districts and universities that received QFI funding for projects related to 
primary and secondary education. The fulfillment of these requests typically required several months, and many 
are still outstanding. One district initially requested enormous fees to cover the cost of translating Arabic-language 
materials used in its QFI-funded Arabic program — an indication that the district may not know what was taught 
in QFI-funded classes.27 Ultimately, FDD secured thousands of pages of teaching materials, funding documents, 
and correspondence between QFI staff, school officials, and teachers. 

Public records received as of August 5, 2026, yield documentation of 177 grants or similar allocations with a 
total value of $10,600,049. The recipients include 24 school districts across 19 states, two charter schools, and 
three universities that use QFI funding to train K-12 teachers or run Arabic programs for high school students. 
The districts include major cities such as New York, Chicago, Houston, and Washington, DC. In a majority of 
districts, QFI has helped fund the salaries of Arabic language and culture teachers. QFI also funded student trips 
to Qatar and Jordan and teachers’ travel to Qatar, Jordan, and Oman. Documents show one Chicago-area teacher’s 
March 2023 trip to Doha included a stay at a five-star hotel and a tour of Al Jazeera.28 QFI also funded student 
scholarships, teacher trainings, and related workshops.29

QFI Across America — Classroom Content and Instructors

Public records requests resulted in the release of extensive curricular materials purchased by QFI-funded programs, in 
addition to financial and administrative documents. The curricular material includes both innocuous content and clear 
instances of anti-Western and anti-Israel messaging, as well as lessons that may cross the line between teaching about 
Islam and promoting Islamic beliefs and practices.30 QFI-funded activity in seven key states illustrates these trends.

Specific state-level data found below shows the results of FDD’s research into potential sources of foreign influence 
or funding in public and private schools across the United States in Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Michigan, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Washington.

27. Email from Melody Byrd, Austin Independent School District, October 24, 2025. (https://fdd.box.com/s/
cxwuhxi6dnspn2qcatshk7xqc8ss9lej) 
28. Qatar Foundation International, “QFI TLP Doha, Qatar Trip,” travel itinerary for March 5-12, 2023, obtained via public records 
request to Township High School District 214. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/TLP-2023-Qatar-trip-Township-High-
School-District-214-1.pdf)
29. “2025 First-Year University Awards,” Qatar Foundation International, February 7, 2025. (https://web.archive.org/web/20251111162412/
https:/www.qfi.org/news/first-year-university-awards); “QFI Hosts 2025 Summer Immersion Institute to Advance Arabic Language 
Education,” Qatar Foundation International, July 9, 2025. (https://web.archive.org/web/20260313023447/https:/www.qfi.org/news/
qfi-summer-immersion-institute-2025); Fadi Abughoush, Facebook, February 14, 2026. (https://www.facebook.com/fabughoush/posts/
pfbid0CeTc9MEySEmxivHqZ7vnURcBhUv6SooJvfhKLLj6MqrpM5D36jjpmMbRPQEhFRLol)
30. Simone Weichselbaum, “In Texas K-12 Public Schools, Qatari Money Funded Jewish Conspiracy Content,” RealClearEducation, May 
13, 2026. (https://www.realcleareducation.com/articles/2026/05/13/exclusive_in_texas_k-12_public_schools_qatari_money_funded_jewish_
conspiracy_content_observers_to_watch_classrooms_and_data_collection_to_track_students_1182550.html); Simone Weichselbaum and 
Naomi Friedman, “Qatar covers its tracks: Gulf state spent millions to infiltrate American classrooms,” The Washington Times, June 11, 2026. 
(https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2026/jun/11/qatar-covers-tracks-gulf-state-spent-millions-infiltrate-american)

https://fdd.box.com/s/cxwuhxi6dnspn2qcatshk7xqc8ss9lej
https://fdd.box.com/s/cxwuhxi6dnspn2qcatshk7xqc8ss9lej
https://fdd.box.com/s/cxwuhxi6dnspn2qcatshk7xqc8ss9lej
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/TLP-2023-Qatar-trip-Township-High-School-District-214-1.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/TLP-2023-Qatar-trip-Township-High-School-District-214-1.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20251111162412/https:/www.qfi.org/news/first-year-university-awards
https://web.archive.org/web/20251111162412/https:/www.qfi.org/news/first-year-university-awards
https://web.archive.org/web/20260313023447/https:/www.qfi.org/news/qfi-summer-immersion-institute-2025
https://web.archive.org/web/20260313023447/https:/www.qfi.org/news/qfi-summer-immersion-institute-2025
https://www.facebook.com/fabughoush/posts/pfbid0CeTc9MEySEmxivHqZ7vnURcBhUv6SooJvfhKLLj6MqrpM5D36jjpmMbRPQEhFRLol
https://www.facebook.com/fabughoush/posts/pfbid0CeTc9MEySEmxivHqZ7vnURcBhUv6SooJvfhKLLj6MqrpM5D36jjpmMbRPQEhFRLol
https://www.realcleareducation.com/articles/2026/05/13/exclusive_in_texas_k-12_public_schools_qatari_money_funded_jewish_conspiracy_content_observers_to_watch_classrooms_and_data_collection_to_track_students_1182550.html
https://www.realcleareducation.com/articles/2026/05/13/exclusive_in_texas_k-12_public_schools_qatari_money_funded_jewish_conspiracy_content_observers_to_watch_classrooms_and_data_collection_to_track_students_1182550.html
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2026/jun/11/qatar-covers-tracks-gulf-state-spent-millions-infiltrate-american
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Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 

IsDB has given over $17 million to at least 50 Islamic private schools in the United States.31 Along with these 
grants, IsDB works with the Council of Islamic Schools based in North America (CISNA). 

IsDB is closely tied to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), whose 57 member countries control the 
bank. The bank is headquartered in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, where it commenced operations in 1975. Its mission 
is to foster economic development and social progress in member countries and Muslim communities across the 
globe, within “the principles of the Shari’ah.”32 

The bank’s top 10 shareholders include the Islamic Republic of Iran, Qatar, and Turkey. Iran is the bank’s third-largest 
shareholder. It “also holds significant stakes in other IsDB Group entities and is among the top six borrowing clients of 
the IsDB Group financing.”33 As leading shareholders, Iran, Qatar, and Turkey each hold seats on the bank’s 19-member 
Board of Executive Directors, which determines “the direction and general operations and policies of the Bank.”34

IsDB’s Communities Outreach Programme is the bank’s vehicle for assistance to Muslim minority communities 
in nonmember countries, with a focus on education and health.35 In 2023, the bank launched a project for the 
purpose of “Enhancing the quality of education in Islamic schools in the USA through the Council of Islamic 
Schools in North America (CISNA).” Among the project’s goals was to “increase the number of CISNA-accredited 
schools by 25%” by the end of 2024. It also provided training for school leaders and board members, with a goal of 
reaching 250-300 of them in the United States.36 

In a letter dated April 16, 2023,37 CISNA leaders wrote that IsDB had contacted them and expressed an interest in 
improving “the quality of education and governance at Islamic schools.”38 IsDB invited CISNA’s executive director to 
attend the bank’s annual board meeting in Jeddah the following month. That December, CISNA members attended 
a “Muslim Communities Dialogue” meeting at IsDB in Jeddah, expressing interest in “cooperating and collaborating 
with other organizations to uplift our communities through improving education opportunities.”39 Subsequently, the 
bank provided at least partial funding for several CISNA workshops and seminars for teachers and administrators.40 

31. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed October 8, 2026. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240701152302/www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map) 
32. “IsDB Group Brief 2026 Q1,” Islamic Development Bank, May 2026. (https://www.isdb.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2026-05/
IsDBG_Brief_2026_Q1.pdf)
33. “Islamic Republic of Iran,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed June 2026. (https://www.isdb.org/islamic-republic-of-iran)
34. “Board of Executive Directors,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed June 2026. (https://www.isdb.org/leadership/board-of-
executive-directors)
35. “Community Outreach,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach)
36. “IsDB Annual Report 2023,” Islamic Development Bank, May 2024. (https://www.isdb.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-05/
IsDB_AR23_EN_WEB_V2%201.pdf)
37. “CISNA Letter from IsDB,” Foundation for Defense of Democracies, accessed June 2026. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/
CISNA-Screenshot.png) CISNA posted the letter on Facebook. See Council of Islamic Schools in North America, Facebook, April 16, 2023. 
(https://www.facebook.com/cisna6/posts/pfbid02jyxXz8Erfjq5WrsjTHztK3KwgMzYRnXMnrvzZAmzVis95TDjt8Yr4fztgE4eSayJl)
38. Council of Islamic Schools in North America, Facebook, April 17, 2023. (https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Z2FtSVk5F)
39. Council of Islamic Schools in North America, Facebook, December 19, 2023. (https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18HvYHA3j8)
40. “Training,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2024. (https://web.archive.org/web/20240620232450/
https://cisnausa.org/training); “Upcoming Events,” Council of Islamic Schools in North America, accessed June 2026. (https://cisnausa.
org/upcoming-events); Council of Islamic Schools in North America, Facebook, September 9, 2024. (https://www.facebook.com/
share/p/1HcEswqtUF)

https://web.archive.org/web/20240701152302/www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map
https://web.archive.org/web/20240701152302/www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map
https://www.isdb.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2026-05/IsDBG_Brief_2026_Q1.pdf
https://www.isdb.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2026-05/IsDBG_Brief_2026_Q1.pdf
https://www.isdb.org/islamic-republic-of-iran
https://www.isdb.org/leadership/board-of-executive-directors
https://www.isdb.org/leadership/board-of-executive-directors
https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach
https://www.isdb.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-05/IsDB_AR23_EN_WEB_V2%201.pdf
https://www.isdb.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-05/IsDB_AR23_EN_WEB_V2%201.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/CISNA-Screenshot.png
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/CISNA-Screenshot.png
https://www.facebook.com/cisna6/posts/pfbid02jyxXz8Erfjq5WrsjTHztK3KwgMzYRnXMnrvzZAmzVis95TDjt8Yr4fztgE4eSayJl
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Z2FtSVk5F
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18HvYHA3j8
https://web.archive.org/web/20240620232450/https://cisnausa.org/training
https://web.archive.org/web/20240620232450/https://cisnausa.org/training
https://cisnausa.org/upcoming-events
https://cisnausa.org/upcoming-events
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1HcEswqtUF
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1HcEswqtUF
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CISNA school administrator professional  
development training, partially funded by IsDB.

 

CISNA educator and administrator workshop,  
partially funded by IsDB.

CISNA Leadership Challenge workshop,  
partially funded by IsDB.

 

CISNA meeting with IsDB team in Jeddah,  
Saudi Arabia, May 2023.
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CISNA letter confirming IsDB’s interest in building CISNA capacity, April 2023.

CISNA letter confirming its lead accreditor status in partnership with Cognia, November 2022.
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CISNA’s Founding and the Muslim Brotherhood 

In the United States, as in Europe, the Muslim Brotherhood has encouraged the creation of organizations, even 
if it does not exercise formal authority over them. Extensive information about the Brotherhood in the United 
States became public after the Holy Land Foundation (HLF) terror finance trial, which concluded in 2008 with the 
conviction of all defendants for providing support to Hamas.41  

In the United States, Brotherhood members played an integral role in establishing the Muslim Students 
Association (MSA) in 1963, followed in 1973 by the North American Islamic Trust (NAIT), whose purpose was 
to support MSA financially. Next came the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), an umbrella group for the 
growing Brotherhood network. An associated think tank, the International Institute for Islamic Thought (IIIT), 
launched in 1980.42 

In 1989, ISNA hosted a symposium that birthed the idea of “a mechanism for cooperation and communication 
among full-time Islamic schools” across North America. This led to the formation of CISNA in 1991.43 Today, CISNA 
is the only global accreditation organization for Islamic schools. As the organization’s website explains, “CISNA 
Accreditation provides a means to review and evaluate all aspects of a school’s program with an Islamic lens.”44 

During the HLF trial, prosecutors included NAIT and ISNA on their list of unindicted co-conspirators, along with 
the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR). Both NAIT and ISNA denied any wrongdoing associated with 
the HLF trial, stating that they “had not criminally conspired with the defendants or anyone else.”45 In a statement, 
“Dispelling Rumors About CAIR,” the organization claimed that “CAIR is an independent American institution. 
CAIR is not and has never been an affiliate, offshoot, chapter, or agent of any foreign movement, organization, 
political party or government.”46 

There is no indication CISNA was investigated as part of the HLF trial.

Private School Accreditation

In 2008, CISNA collaborated with AdvancED, a global accrediting body, “to identify unique religious and academic 
program requirements for Islamic Schools to provide Islamic Organizational Context for Standards Assessment 
and Quality Assurance Review Visits.” In 2011, CISNA and AdvancED, now rebranded as Cognia, developed a 
partnership to “accredit Islamic Schools with an added Islamic component.” CISNA began accrediting schools 

41. Lorenzo Vidino, The New Muslim Brotherhood in the West (New York: Columbia University Press, 2010), Chapters 2 and 7.
42. Lorenzo Vidino, The New Muslim Brotherhood in the West (New York: Columbia University Press, 2010), pages 35-36. 
43. “About Us,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. (https://cisnausa.org/about-us)
44. “We’re Transforming the Future of Islamic Schools,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. (https://
cisnausa.org); “Accreditation,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. (https://cisnausa.org/accreditation); 
See also: “Assessing Success in U.S. Islamic Schools,” Islamic Horizons, January-February 2021. (https://issuu.com/isnacreative/docs/ih_
january-february_21/30?e=33&o=1). 
45. Petitioners’ Memorandum of Law in Support of Their Motion for Equitable Relief from the Government’s Public Naming of Them as 
Unindicted Co-Conspirators at 6-7, United States v. Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development, et al., No. 3:04-CR-240-G (N.D. 
Tex. June 18, 2008). (https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/images/asset_upload_file410_35699.pdf) 
46. “Dispelling Rumors About CAIR,” Council on American-Islamic Relations, accessed August 2026. (https://www.cair.com/dispelling-
rumors-about-cair) 

https://cisnausa.org/about-us
https://cisnausa.org
https://cisnausa.org
https://cisnausa.org/accreditation
https://issuu.com/isnacreative/docs/ih_january-february_21/30?e=33&o=1
https://issuu.com/isnacreative/docs/ih_january-february_21/30?e=33&o=1
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/images/asset_upload_file410_35699.pdf
https://www.cair.com/dispelling-rumors-about-cair
https://www.cair.com/dispelling-rumors-about-cair
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outright in 2012, and in 2022 CISNA achieved “lead accreditor status with Cognia (previously AdvancED).”47 This 
resulted in several important changes:

•	 CISNA schools are now eligible for dual CISNA-Cognia accreditation by applying solely through CISNA

•	 CISNA will be the sole authority providing accreditation review services for Islamic schools

•	 Schools will follow CISNA standards and procedures related to accreditation unless they opt to have 
Cognia take the lead

•	 CISNA “will be the main point of contact on accreditation related matters”48 

Schools that hold Cognia accreditation maintain that status. Yet CISNA now has power and control over academic 
standards and school governance, even for Islamic schools that have Cognia accreditation. There are approximately 
58 K-12 Islamic schools that hold Cognia accreditation and 32 that hold dual Cognia-CISNA accreditation. Prior 
to seeking accreditation, a school must become a CISNA member, a status that provides schools with discounts 
on webinars and conferences, supports schools in seeking available state and federal funding, allows schools to 
advertise job openings on the CISNA website, offers eligibility to apply for CISNA accreditation, and provides the 
ability to vote in CISNA board elections.49 There are an estimated 300 K-12 Islamic schools in America, serving 
50,000-60,000 students.50 

CISNA Timeline 

1989 ISNA held an 
Islamic education 
symposium that 
resulted in the 

formation of an ad-hoc 
committee that built a 

“mechanism for 
cooperation and 
communication” 
between Islamic 

schools in N. America

1991 Islamic school 
general assembly 
meeting held in 

Detroit, Michigan – 
CISNA was formed

2008 CISNA and 
Cognia (previously 

AdvancED) formed a 
collaboration “to 
identify unique 

religious and academic 
program requirements 
for Islamic Schools to 

provide the Islamic 
Organizational Context 

for Standards 
Assessment and 

Quality Assurance 
Review Visits.”

2011 CISNA and Cognia 
(previously 
AdmancED) 
established a 

partnership to offer 
accreditation to 
Islamic schools. 

Requirements included 
an Islamic Identity 
Survey to “gauge 

stakeholder 
perceptions around 
Islamic education, 

culture, and values”

2012 CISNA 
began providing 

accreditation

2022 “CISNA achieves 
lead accreditor status 

with Cognia 
(previously 

AdvancED). Schools 
meeting CISNA 
accreditation 

standards 
automatically qualify 

for Cognia 
accreditation.”

Timeline of CISNA’s organizational history. Source: Image created by FDD using text from CISNA’s website.

47. “About Us,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. (https://cisnausa.org/about-us) 
48. “Partnership CISNA-Cognia, November 2022,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, November 2022. (https://
cisnausa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Partnership-CISNA_Cognia_Nov_2022.pdf); “Partnership CISNA-Cognia, November 2022,” 
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, accessed June 2026. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Partnership-CISNA_
Cognia_Nov_2022.pdf)
49. “Become a Member,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. (https://cisnausa.org/become-a-member) 
50. Sufia Azmat and Leila H. Shatara, “The Council of Islamic Schools in North America (CISNA): An Internationally Recognized 
Accrediting Agency,” Journal of Education in Muslim Societies, volume 4, number 2, 2023, pages 116-126. (https://muse.jhu.edu/
article/896977/summary) 

https://cisnausa.org/about-us
https://cisnausa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Partnership-CISNA_Cognia_Nov_2022.pdf
https://cisnausa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Partnership-CISNA_Cognia_Nov_2022.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Partnership-CISNA_Cognia_Nov_2022.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Partnership-CISNA_Cognia_Nov_2022.pdf
https://cisnausa.org/become-a-member
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/896977/summary
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/896977/summary
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School Choice Programs

There are 75 school choice programs in 34 states and Washington, DC, serving more than 1.5 million students.51 The 
broad purpose of these programs is to enable more families to afford tuition at private schools, including religious 
schools. The programs work differently from state to state, relying on mechanisms such as tuition vouchers or tax 
credits and deductions. On July 4, 2025, President Donald Trump signed the first federal school-choice program, the 
Freedom Scholarship Tax Credit (FSTC), into law. So far, 29 states have opted into the FSTC program.52 According to 
estimates, state private-school-choice programs have spent more than $10 billion over the past year.53

Unfortunately, school choice programs may have the unintended effect of using taxpayer dollars, directly or 
indirectly, to subsidize tuition at schools subject to foreign influence. The beneficiaries of school choice programs 
have included institutions that received grants from IsDB or accreditation from CISNA. Of the states listed above, 
Florida, Georgia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Texas have school choice programs, while Michigan, New Jersey, New 
York, and Washington do not. 

Florida has offered a school choice program since 2001, when Florida Tax Credit (FTC) legislation became law, 
allowing low-income families to access private schools of their choice. In 2002, the Islamic Academy of Florida 
(IAF) received approximately $300,000 in public funding. In 2003, the state removed IAF from the voucher 
program after terrorism charges were filed against Sami al-Arian, the school’s co-founder.54 A new state law 
expanded Florida’s school choice program to all Floridians, not just low-income families, in March 2023.55 Florida 
school choice participants receive an average of $8,000 per student.56 

Georgia offers three school choice programs:57 The Georgia Promise Scholarship Act,58 Qualified Education 
Expense Tax Credit,59 and Georgia Special Needs Scholarship Program.60 All three of the state’s CISNA accredited 
schools participate in Georgia’s QEE program.61 The 2027 Georgia state budget allocates $100 million for the state’s 
Promise Scholarship program, which serves 8,000 students.62

51. “School Choice Facts & Statistics,” EdChoice, accessed July 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/fast-facts) 
52. “State participation in the Education Freedom Tax Credit,” Ballotpedia, accessed July 2026. (https://ballotpedia.org/State_participation_
in_the_Education_Freedom_Tax_Credit) 
53. John Kristof, “2026 EdChoice Spending Share Rankings,” EdChoice, January 8, 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/2026-edchoice-
spending-share-rankings) 
54. Mary Ann Zehr, “No More Vouchers for Florida Islamic School,” Education Week, August 6, 2003, accessed July 2026. (https://www.
edweek.org/policy-politics/no-more-vouchers-for-florida-islamic-school/2003/08) 
55. Dylan Abad, “DeSantis signs ‘transformative’ education bill into law,” WFLA News Channel 8, March 27, 2023. (https://www.wfla.com/
news/florida/desantis-expected-to-sign-transformative-education-bill) 
56. “Research & Reports,” Step Up For Students, accessed July 2026. (https://www.stepupforstudents.org/research-and-reports) 
57. “Georgia,” EdChoice, accessed June 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/state/georgia) 
58. “The Georgia Promise Scholarship Act,” EdChoice, accessed June 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/programs/georgia-
promise-scholarship) 
59. “Qualified Education Expense Tax Credit,” EdChoice, accessed June 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/programs/georgia-
qualified-education-expense-tax-credit) 
60. “Georgia Special Needs Scholarship Program,” EdChoice, accessed June 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/programs/
georgia-special-needs-scholarship-program) 
61. “Georgia Student Scholarship Organization,” Mohammed Schools of Atlanta, accessed July 2026. (https://www.mohammedschools.org/
georgia-tax-credit); “GA Tax Credit Program,” Al Falah Academy, accessed July 2026. (https://alfalahacademy.com/gatax); “Tuition & Fees,” 
Al Falah Academy, accessed July 2026. (https://alfalahacademy.com/tuition-and-fees)  
62. “Georgia’s 2026 Legislative Session Advances a Strong, Student-Centered Education Agenda,” Top State for Talent, June 2, 2026, 
accessed July 2026. (https://topstatefortalent.georgia.gov/news/2026-06-02/georgias-2026-legislative-session-advances-strong-student-
centered-education-agenda) 
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Ohio offers eight private-school choice programs for students, including school voucher programs, tax-credit 
scholarships, and individual tax credit programs.63 The state spends over $1.1 billion annually on school choice 
programs,64 serving over 100,000 students.65

There are two private school choice programs in Pennsylvania: the Pennsylvania Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit and Pennsylvania Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit.66 Tax credit scholarships reach over 100,000 
students, amounting to over $575 million per year.67 

The Texas Education Freedom Accounts (TEFA) school voucher application opened on February 4, 2026.68 The 
following month, three Islamic schools, along with parents, filed a religious discrimination suit because the schools 
could not participate in TEFA.69 This stemmed from their alleged ties70 with CAIR, which Texas designated as 
a foreign terrorist organization the previous November.71 Shortly before the TEFA application process opened, 
the state attorney general gave the state comptroller “full authority to stop taxpayer funds from going to schools 
illegally tied to terrorists or foreign adversaries.”72 As a result of legal challenges, the comptroller approved the 
participation of two Islamic schools,73 including Brighter Horizons Academy.74 The school received almost $1 
million from IsDB and used textbooks that praised extremist clerics.75 

63. “Ohio,” EdChoice, accessed June 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/state/ohio) 
64. John Kristof, “2026 EdChoice Spending Share Rankings,” EdChoice, January 8, 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/2026-edchoice-
spending-share-rankings) 
65. Megan Henry, “Ohio spent more than a billion dollars on private school vouchers in fiscal year 2025,” Ohio Capital Journal, October 20, 
2025. (https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2025/10/20/ohio-spent-more-than-a-billion-dollars-on-private-school-vouchers-in-fiscal-year-2025) 
66. “Pennsylvania,” EdChoice, accessed June 2026. (https://www.edchoice.org/state/pennsylvania)
67. “Education Landscape in Pennsylvania,” Commonwealth Foundation, May 6, 2026. (https://commonwealthfoundation.org/research/
education-landscape-in-pennsylvania) 
68. Lucio Vasquez, “Texas Opens Applications Wednesday for New $1 Billion School Voucher Program,” KERA News, February 3, 2026. 
(https://www.kera.org/2026/02/03/texas-opens-applications-wednesday-for-new-1-billion-school-voucher-program) 
69. Jennifer Vilcarino, “The Nation’s Largest School Choice Program Excludes Muslim Schools, Lawsuit Says,” Education Week, March 3, 
2026. (https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/the-nations-largest-school-choice-program-excludes-muslim-schools-lawsuit-says/2026/03) 
70. Steven Ardary, “Texas Islamic schools sue comptroller over exclusion from voucher program,” FOX 4 News Dallas-Fort Worth, March 
12, 2026. (https://www.fox4news.com/news/texas-islamic-schools-sue-comptroller-over-exclusion-from-voucher-program); Ian M. Giatti, 
“Texas discriminates against Islamic schools in voucher program, lawsuit alleges,” The Christian Post, March 9, 2026. (https://www.
christianpost.com/news/texas-discriminates-against-islamic-schools-in-program-lawsuit.html) 
71. Office of the Texas Governor Greg Abbott, Press Release, “Governor Abbott Designates Muslim Brotherhood, CAIR As Foreign 
Terrorist Organizations,” November 18, 2025. (https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-designates-muslim-brotherhood-cair-as-
foreign-terrorist-organizations) 
72. Jack Fink, “Two Islamic schools approved for Texas school choice program after judge’s order,” KBTX, March 19, 2026. (https://
www.kbtx.com/2026/03/19/two-islamic-schools-approved-texas-school-choice-program-after-judges-order); Attorney General of Texas, 
Press Release, “Attorney General Paxton Issues Opinion Confirming the Comptroller Office’s Full Authority to Stop Taxpayer Funds 
from Going to Schools Illegally Tied to Terrorists or Foreign Adversaries,” January 24, 2026. (https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/
releases/attorney-general-paxton-issues-opinion-confirming-comptroller-offices-full-authority-stop-taxpayer)  
73. Jaden Edison, “Judge orders Texas to extend school voucher deadline in response to lawsuit from Islamic schools,” The Texas Tribune, 
March 17, 2026. (https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/17/texas-vouchers-private-school-deadline) 
74. Jack Fink, “Two Islamic schools approved for Texas school choice program after judge’s order,” KBTX, March 19, 2026. (https://www.
kbtx.com/2026/03/19/two-islamic-schools-approved-texas-school-choice-program-after-judges-order) 
75. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
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Chinese Influence in American K-12 Classrooms

On November 17, 2004, the University of Maryland opened the first Confucius Institute in the United States, 
with the stated goal of promoting the study of Chinese language and culture.76 Within a little over a decade, the 
number of Confucius Institutes shot up to 118, hosted by 110 colleges and universities, seven school districts, and 
one private organization.77 Yet, these institutes soon wilted even more rapidly than they sprouted up. By the end of 
2023, only 10 remained.78

What drove this reversal was a backlash against the growing influence of the Chinese government in U.S. higher 
education. In 2014, as new institutes continued to open, the American Association of University Professors warned:

Confucius Institutes function as an arm of the Chinese state … Most agreements establishing Confucius Institutes 
feature nondisclosure clauses and unacceptable concessions to the political aims and practices of the government 
of China. Specifically, North American universities permit Confucius Institutes to advance a state agenda in the 
recruitment and control of academic staff, in the choice of curriculum, and in the restriction of debate.79

Few schools heeded this warning until Congress forced administrators to choose between Chinese government 
funds and U.S. government support. In 2018 and 2020, Congress inserted provisions in the National Defense 
Authorization Act that barred universities with Confucius Institutes from receiving certain types of federal 
funding, in particular from the Defense Department.80

The legislation did not directly impact Confucius Classrooms — Chinese language and culture programs in K-12 
public schools, often supported by a nearby campus-based Confucius Institute. Much less is known about Confucius 
Classrooms than about the institutes. A 2017 study by the National Association of Scholars found 501 Confucius 
Classrooms operating in U.S. primary and secondary schools.81 An investigative report by the Senate Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs found that Confucius Institutes exercised substantial control 

76. Craig Singleton, “The Middle Kingdom Meets Higher Education: How U.S. Universities Support China’s Military-Industrial Complex,” 
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, December 2021. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/fdd-monograph-the-middle-
kingdom-meets-higher-education.pdf); Hannah Fischer and Thomas Lum, “Confucius Institutes in the United States: Selected Issues,” 
IF11180, Congressional Research Service, May 2, 2023. (https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF11180); Jack Johnston, “The Rise and Fall 
of Confucius Institutes in America,” in Takeshi Watanabe, ed., East Asian Cultures, Wesleyan University, June 2022. (https://twatanabe.
wescreates.wesleyan.edu/student-papers-and-projects/east-asian-cultures/the-rise-and-fall-of-confucius-institutes) 
77. Rachelle Peterson, Ian Oxnevad, and Flora Yan, “After Confucius Institutes: China’s Enduring Influence on American Higher 
Education,” National Association of Scholars, June 15, 2022, page 13. (https://www.nas.org/report/after-confucius-institutes/full-report)
78. “How Many Confucius Institutes Are in the United States?” National Association of Scholars, June 20, 2023. https://www.nas.org/
investigation/how_many_confucius_institutes_are_in_the_united_states; Despite the closures, many universities replaced the institutes with 
similar programs or found other ways to maintain relationships with partner universities in China. Craig Singleton, “The Middle Kingdom 
Meets Higher Education: How U.S. Universities Support China’s Military-Industrial Complex,” Foundation for Defense of Democracies, 
December 2021. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/fdd-monograph-the-middle-kingdom-meets-higher-education.pdf)
79. “On Partnerships with Foreign Governments: The Case of Confucius Institutes,” American Association of University Professors, June 
2014. (https://www.aaup.org/sites/default/files/Confucius_Institutes_0.pdf) 
80. Rachelle Peterson, Ian Oxnevad, and Flora Yan, “After Confucius Institutes: China’s Enduring Influence on American Higher 
Education,” National Association of Scholars, June 15, 2022, pages 13 and 40. (https://www.nas.org/report/after-confucius-institutes/full-
report); For an examination of current conditions on campus, see: Craig Singleton, “Transparency and Trust: Exposing Malign Foreign 
Influence in Higher Education,” Testimony before U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, March 12, 2026. 
(https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Singleton-Testimony-3.12.26.pdf)
81. Rachelle Peterson, “Outsourced to China: Confucius Institutes and Soft Power in American Higher Education,” National Association 
of Scholars (New York: National Association of Scholars, April 2017), (https://www.nas.org/reports/outsourced-to-china)
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over classroom programming. According to one agreement for a Michigan classroom, the partner institute would 
be “responsible for the management of the Confucius Classroom, including developing annual activity plans, 
budgets and final accounts for the Confucius Classroom and submitting to the Headquarters for approval.”82 In 
2020, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos sent a letter to top school officials 
in the 50 states warning them:

Over the last decade, the authoritarian government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has sent curriculum 
and PRC-trained teachers into hundreds of U.S. K-12 schools through a program called Confucius Classrooms. 
Styled as a language and culture program, Confucius Classrooms are in reality an important element of the 
PRC’s global influence campaign, now reaching tens of thousands of U.S. schoolchildren every day.83

The shuttering of Confucius Institutes affected the 500 classrooms in different ways. There are documented cases 
where the institute handed off responsibility to a new, off-campus partner. The names of some of these partners, 
such as the Greater Miami Asian Business Coalition, provide little indication of whether they are involved in K-12 
education or have any connections to Beijing.84 

New information continues to emerge about nonprofits assuming the role that Confucius Institutes once played in 
managing Confucius Classrooms.85 The Center for Bridging Cultures (CBC) is a K-12 education nonprofit based 
in northern Virginia, just outside the nation’s capital. CBC helps to bring teachers from China into American 
classrooms, provides teaching resources and curricula, and organizes student exchange trips to China, according 
to K-12 public school documents.86 

CBC does not advertise whether it has any connections to Beijing, but there are multiple signs suggesting it could. 
The executive director of the center is Gao Qing, the longtime director of the Confucius Institute U.S. Center, 
which the State Department described as “the de facto headquarters of the Confucius Institute network.” In August 
2020, the State Department designated the headquarters as a foreign mission of the People’s Republic of China, 
calling it “an entity advancing Beijing’s global propaganda and malign influence campaign on U.S. campuses and 
K-12 classrooms.”87 

When Alfred University in New York was in the process of closing its Confucius Institute in 2023, administrators 
worked with Gao Qing and CBC to preserve the university’s ties to China University of Geosciences. An email 

82. U.S. Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, Staff Report, 
“China’s Impact on the U.S. Education System,” February 27, 2019, pages 8, 21-22, and 64. (https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/
uploads/imo/media/doc/PSI%20Report%20China's%20Impact%20on%20the%20US%20Education%20System.pdf )
83. U.S. Department of State and U.S. Department of Education, “Joint Letter to Chief State School Officers Regarding PRC Influence,” October 
9, 2020. (https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/2020/10/State-ED-Joint-Letter-to-Chief-State-School-Officers-re-PRC-Influence-Oct.-9-2020.pdf) 
84. Rachelle Peterson, Ian Oxnevad, and Flora Yan, “After Confucius Institutes: China’s Enduring Influence on American Higher 
Education,” National Association of Scholars, June 15, 2022, page 77. (https://www.nas.org/report/after-confucius-institutes)
85. “Home,” Center for Bridging Cultures, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://bridgecultures.org) 
86. Jennifer Richmond, “Beijing’s influence persists in US schools under a new name,” The Hill, May 29, 2026. (https://thehill.com/
opinion/education/5866193-china-backed-education-nonprofits)
87. “Team,” Center for Bridging Cultures, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://bridgecultures.org/index.php/about-us/team); U.S. 
Department of State, Press Release, “Designation of the Confucius Institute U.S. Center as a Foreign Mission of the People’s Republic of 
China,” August 13, 2020. (https://2017-2021.state.gov/confucius-institute-u-s-center-designation-as-a-foreign-mission) 
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released in response to public records requests shows that the university turned to CBC to help arrange visas for 
Chinese instructors and preserve its Chinese language program.88 

Beijing Language and Culture University (BLCU) lists the Center for Bridging Cultures as one of its “global 
institutes” — a category that previously included many campus-based Confucius Institutes in the United 
States — and refers to CBC filling the roles that the Confucius Institutes once played.89 According to the BLCU 
website, CBC “plays a crucial role in continuing and expanding the Chinese language programs for K-12 
schools and communities that were previously offered by Confucius Institutes and Confucius Classrooms.”90 
The center’s tax filings show that it has distributed funds across several public-school districts, as well as 
Washington, DC’s Chinese-immersion charter school.91 

Buying in to America’s Private Schools

The Spring Education Group (SEG), a subsidiary of Hong Kong-based Primavera Holdings, has built a sprawling 
network of over 200 schools across 19 U.S. states. It has acquired schools from at least 27 different brands, 
including Montessori schools and BASIS Independent Schools, which have been celebrated for their top-tier 
STEM programs.92 

Primavera previously owned the Princeton Review and Tutor.com and provided capital to ByteDance, the parent 
company of TikTok.93 Tutor.com holds a longstanding Pentagon contract to provide tutoring services to American 
service members and their families, which prompted Senator Tom Cotton to write to then-Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin warning that Chinese national security laws could compel the company to hand over user data 
directly to Beijing.94 Tutor.com was later sold to an American company. However, there is cause for concern about 
Primavera and SEG having access to student and family information at elite private schools.

88. Jennifer Richmond, “Beijing’s influence persists in US schools under a new name,” The Hill, May 29, 2026, (https://thehill.com/
opinion/education/5866193-china-backed-education-nonprofits); “Emails showcasing the transfer of Alfred University’s Confucius 
Institute’s Confucius Classroom program to the Center for Bridging Cultures,” Foundation for Defense of Democracies, May 2026. (https://
www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Transfer-of-AUCI-to-CBC-FOIA-Email.pdf)
89. “Global BLCU,” Beijing Language and Culture University (China), accessed September 17, 2026. (https://english.blcu.edu.cn/gb/
Global_Institutes.htm)  
90. Ibid.
91. U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Form 990, “Center for Bridging Cultures Inc.” EIN 87-3734438, fiscal year 2023, ProPublica Nonprofit 
Explorer, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/873734438/202400789349300205/full); 
U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Form 990, “Center for Bridging Cultures Inc.” EIN 87-3734438, fiscal year 2024, ProPublica Nonprofit 
Explorer, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/873734438/202511069349300331/full)  
92. Spring Education Group is majority-owned by investment funds administered by Primavera Holdings Limited, a Hong Kong-based 
investment firm with operations in the United States, China, and Singapore.  “About Us,” Spring Education Group, accessed September 17, 
2026. (https://www.springeducationgroup.com)
93. Aaron McNicholas, “Who Is Primavera Capital?” The Wire China, June 4, 2023. (https://www.thewirechina.com/2023/06/04/who-is-
primavera-capital)
94. U.S. Senator Tom Cotton, Letter to Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, “Cotton to Austin: Pentagon Must Stop Using Chinese-
Owned Tutoring Service,” February 14, 2024, (https://www.cotton.senate.gov/news/press-releases/cotton-to-austin-pentagon-must-stop-
using-chinese-owned-tutoring-service); Senator Tom Cotton, Press Release, “Cotton, Stefanik Introduce Legislation to Stop Pentagon from 
Using Chinese-Owned Tutoring Service,” March 21, 2024. (https://www.cotton.senate.gov/news/press-releases/cotton-stefanik-introduce-
legislation-to-stop-pentagon-from-using-chinese-owned-tutoring-service). Note: As of July 2025, Tutor.com and The Princeton Review were 
divested and became 100 percent U.S.-owned.
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The founder of Primavera Holdings, Fred Hu, was reported by the New York Post to have previously been a senior 
member of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Both Primavera and SEG have denied that Hu holds party 
membership.95 However, according to the state of Florida, SEG-owned schools serve as a vector for Beijing’s 
influence. After a Florida Department of Education probe, four schools owned by SEG were suspended from school-
choice scholarships. Governor Ron DeSantis declared, “We will not put up with any attempt to influence students 
with a Communist ideology or allow Floridians’ tax dollars to go to schools connected to foreign adversaries.”96 
What exactly the Florida probe uncovered remains unclear. The four schools denied ties to the CCP.97 

Policy Recommendations 

There is no system in place to monitor or preclude foreign influence in K-12 education in the United States. Yet as 
awareness of this problem grows, so have nascent efforts to address it. 

At the federal level, the House of Representatives passed the Transparency in Reporting of Adversarial Contributions 
to Education (TRACE) Act in December 2025 by a vote of 247-166. The Senate has yet to act. The bill would make 
federal K-12 funding contingent on schools giving parents a right to request information about funding from “a 
foreign country or foreign entity of concern” as well as any conditions attached to that funding. Parents would also 
be able to examine curricular or professional material purchased with foreign funds. This requirement would be a 
step toward greater transparency. 

Still, even if the TRACE Act were signed into law, it may be possible for foreign governments to evade scrutiny 
by establishing U.S.-based nonprofits that distribute funding and monitor it. To address that concern, Congress 
could mandate greater transparency for tax-exempt nonprofit organizations. For example, it could direct the IRS 
to identify nonprofits with defined connections to entities on the Pentagon’s 1260H list, which identifies Chinese 
military firms, or the 1286 list, which covers foreign universities whose activities threaten national security. This 
identification could deter schools from accepting any funding from these entities, or states could require schools 
to report such funding. 

Georgia became the first state to require disclosure of foreign funding in K-12 schools. In March 2026, its General 
Assembly passed HB 1379, the Foreign Funding Transparency and Accountability Act,98 which the governor 
signed into law in May. HB 1379 requires Georgia public schools to submit reports regarding “funding received 
from foreign sources.”99 The legislation was introduced after reports documented Qatari funding in Georgia K-12 
public schools.100

95. Isabel Vincent, “Elite NYC private schools owned by ‘Chinese Communist Party-linked boss,’” New York Post, October 4, 2023. 
(https://nypost.com/2023/10/04/new-york-city-private-schools-owned-by-chinese-communist-party-boss)
96. Gov. Ron DeSantis, Press Release, “Florida Takes Action Against Four Florida Schools with Ties to the Chinese Communist Party,” 
September 22, 2023. (https://www.flgov.com/eog/news/press/2023/florida-takes-action-against-four-florida-schools-ties-chinese-communist-party)
97. Ana Goni-Lessan and Douglas Soule, “Central Florida schools seny DeSantis’ accusations of Chinese Community Party influence,” 
Tallahassee Democrat, September 26, 2023. (https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/politics/2023/09/26/florida-schools-deny-desantis-
accusations-of-chinese-influence/70933361007) 
98. Haley Cohen, “Georgia passes landmark transparency law for foreign funding in universities, K-12 schools,” Jewish Insider, April 28, 
2026. (https://jewishinsider.com/2026/04/georgia-landmark-law-foreign-funding-universities-k-12-public-schools) 
99. Foreign Funding Transparency and Accountability Act, GA HB1379, Georgia General Assembly, May 12, 2026. (https://legiscan.com/
GA/bill/HB1379/2025) 
100. Simone Weichselbaum, “Time to Lift the Veil on Foreign Funding in K-12 Schools,” Foundation for Defense of Democracies, April 6, 
2026. (https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/04/06/time-to-lift-the-veil-on-foreign-funding-in-k-12-schools) 
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Another potential means to increase transparency in the nonprofit sector would be for Congress to amend the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) so it no longer exempts foreign agents from the requirement to register 
if they engage in educational activities. Congress is beginning to address this loophole with proposed legislation 
such as the Preventing Adversary Influence, Disinformation, and Obscured Foreign Financing (PAID OFF) Act, 
which lawmakers introduced in both the House and Senate and was included in the Senate version of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for 2027. The bill would limit exemptions for agents of five “countries of concern” — 
namely China, Russia, Iran, North Korea, and Cuba — listed in the State Department Basic Authorities Act. The 
bill would also increase transparency for any entity claiming an exemption. If these provisions become law, they 
should expand to cover additional countries seeking influence in the U.S. education sector via nonprofit entities. 

To ensure transparency not just in education, but across the nonprofit sector, it is also important to reform the 
fiscal sponsorship system, in which one tax-exempt nonprofit provides financial oversight and accepts donations 
for others. In practice, this arrangement can obscure who exerts de facto influence over an organization. The Fiscal 
Sponsorship Transparency Act, introduced in both the House and Senate, would increase reporting requirements 
for nonprofits with opaque fiscal sponsors. The House Ways and Means Committee marked up the bill in July and 
voted it out of committee, so it may proceed to a vote.

Lastly, to prevent foreign countries from buying influence via investment in private educational institutions, the 
federal government should consider utilizing the Departments of State and Education to review such investments. 
The process could draw on the model of the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), 
which evaluates foreign investments to assess their national security risks. The Treasury Department and the 
Commerce Department could detail staff to help evaluate the foreign influence behind educational investments.  

Conclusion 

The American K-12 education system is vulnerable to foreign influence. Neither federal nor state governments 
have developed mechanisms to ensure the transparency, or even rigorous scrutiny, of foreign funding and related 
programs. Foreign entities have taken advantage of this to extend their influence without raising alarms among 
either parents or lawmakers. Yet as awareness of the problem grows, so have calls for transparency and oversight. 
Ultimately, the best way to protect K-12 education from foreign influence is to prohibit all foreign funding in 
America’s elementary and secondary classrooms. 
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Findings by State

Florida

Qatar Foundation International 

Florida teachers have attended trainings hosted by QFI. For example, Jessica Furiosi, an advanced-placement 
(AP) world history teacher at Hagerty High School in Oviedo, Florida, posted online about how she attended the 
2019 QFI Summer Institute, presented in partnership with the Duke Islamic Studies Center and Duke University 
Middle East Studies Center. Titled “Dimensions of the Middle East,” the five-day program was, according to its 
description, “… designed to introduce teachers to different dimensions of the Middle East. From social movements 
to geopolitics to cultures and more…”101

One session,102 “Mapping the Middle East,” was led by Professor Akram Khater, director of the Khayrallah 
Center for Lebanese Diaspora Studies at North Carolina State University.103 QFI’s teacher training programs 
often partnered with university professors who specialize in the Middle East. In a blog post describing what she 
learned, Furiosi wrote that “the modern nation-state of Israel was created post-World War II as a ‘homeland’ 
for the Jews but that mean kicking out the Muslim Palestinians who were living there to make room for the 
diaspora fleeing Europe post-Holocaust.”104 As part of the workshop, Furiosi developed a lesson plan related to 
the Middle East and feminism. In describing a photograph depicting a Muslim woman wearing a veil, Furiosi 
wrote, “while many Muslim women find this practice empowering and affirmative of their religious identities, 
the veil has been coded in Western eyes as a sign of Islam’s oppression of women.”105 The plan does not mention 
Islamist regimes’ reliance on coercion, including violence, to enforce veiling requirements. 

Furiosi, who is Catholic,106 also said teachers went to the Islamic Center of Raleigh and prayed: “It was also a 
wonderful experience to pray in the mosque for the afternoon prayers,”107 she wrote. 

Islamic Development Bank

IsDB provided money directly to at least four private K-12 Islamic schools in Florida. 

The Islamic Academy of Florida (IAF) received $284,000. The purpose of the funds was not disclosed. IAF was 
cofounded by Sami al-Arian. In May 2006, al-Arian was sentenced to 57 months in prison for “conspiring to violate 
federal law that prohibits making or receiving contributions of funds, goods or services to, or for the benefit of the 

101. Email from Qatar Foundation International (culture@qfi.org) on March 27, 2019. (https://fdd.box.com/s/40ce5q2ngslx5wxzetty
laq4y1p70ylp)
102. Jessica Furiosi, “Maps & the Middle East,” J Is for Journey, August 1, 2019. (https://web.archive.org/web/20240526204223/https://
jisforjourney.com/maps-the-middle-east)
103. “Akram Khater,” College of Humanities and Social Sciences, North Carolina State University, accessed June 16, 2026. (https://chass.
ncsu.edu/people/akhater)
104. Jessica Furiosi, “Maps & the Middle East,” J Is for Journey, August 1, 2019. (https://web.archive.org/web/20240526204223/https://
jisforjourney.com/maps-the-middle-east)
105. Jessica Furiosi, “Lesson Plan: Global Feminism through Visual Culture,” J Is for Journey, September 6, 2019. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240421204630/https://jisforjourney.com/lesson-plan-global-feminism-through-visual-culture) 
106. Jessica Furiosi, “Monthly Round Up: April 2026,” J Is for Journey, May 1, 2026. (https://web.archive.org/web/20261014155124/http:/
web.archive.org/screenshot/https:/jisforjourney.com/monthly-round-up-april-2026) 
107. Jessica Furiosi, “Dimensions of the Middle East: Itinerary,” J Is for Journey, July 29, 2019. (https://jisforjourney.com/dimensions-of-
the-middle-east-summer-institute-itinerary)
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Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ).”108 After al-Arian’s arrest, IAF parents and school administrators developed a plan to 
dissolve IAF and found a new school. In 2004, the American Youth Academy (AYA) opened in the same location, 
using the same desks and books.109 AYA received $390,000 from IsDB to construct and equip a new building.110 

IsDB gave the Muslim Academy of Central Florida (MACF) $279,000 for construction.111 MACF was renamed 
Leaders Preparatory School (LPS) and “moved into a new building constructed in 2000,” becoming the first 
“accredited private Islamic School in Central Florida,” according to its website.112 

The Islamic Foundation of South Florida (IFSF) received $283,000 from IsDB for construction of a school building. 
IFSF, previously known as the School for Islamic Studies in Broward, opened a weekend school in 1989 to serve 
the growing Muslim community.113 As the school population grew, IFSF purchased 11.5 acres to develop a campus 
that includes a full-time school, a mosque, and other community space.114 

China

Spring Education Group

SEG runs eight schools in Florida: the Chesterbrook Academy preschools in Palm Beach Gardens, Coconut Creek, 
and Port St. Lucie; Park Maitland Preschool; two Sagemont Preparatory Schools with a total enrollment of 398 
students; and Park Maitland North Campus and Park Maitland South Campus with a total enrollment of 756.115 
The Sagemont and Park Maitland schools were the target of Governor DeSantis’ probe.

Post-Confucius Classrooms

As noted above, the Greater Miami Asian Business Coalition (GMABC) has assumed responsibility for several 
programs previously administered by the shuttered Confucius Institute at Miami Dade College. A Chinese Ministry 
of Education official even asked the institute to transfer any remaining funds to GMABC, which went on to launch 
its “Language Bridge 2 Life Program” to place teachers from China in K-12 schools.116 On its website, the coalition 

108. U.S. Department of Justice, Press Release, “Sami Al-Arian Sentenced To 57 Months In Prison For Assisting Terrorist Group,” May 1, 
2006. (https://web.archive.org/web/20260527033157/https://www.justice.gov/archive/opa/pr/2006/May/06_crm_260.html)
109. Marilyn Brown, “School Purging Links to Al-Arian,” Tampa Tribune, October 13, 2005. (https://web.archive.org/web/20060611034801/
http://www.tampatrib.com/FloridaMetro/MGBCSJ6E3FE.html)
110. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
111. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
112. “About ISCF,” Islamic Society of Central Florida, accessed April 2026. (https://web.archive.org/web/20260411022411/https://iscf.
org/aboutiscf) 
113. “About Us,” Islamic Foundation of South Florida, accessed June 2026. (https://ifsf.net/about-us) 
114. Ibid.
115. “Find a School Near You: Florida,” Spring Education Group, accessed June 2026. (https://www.springeducationgroup.com/about-us/
locations/?search=Florida); All numbers come from “Park Maitland School of Winter Park,” Private School Review, accessed September 
17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/park-maitland-school-of-winter-park-profile); “Park Maitland School of Maitland,” Private 
School Review, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/park-maitland-school-profile); “Sagemont Preparatory 
School (Lower Campus),” Private School Review, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/sagemont-
preparatory-school-lower-campus-profile); “Sagemont Preparatory School (Upper Campus),” Private School Review, accessed September 
17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/sagemont-preparatory-school-upper-campus-profile). 
116. “Language Program,” Greater Miami Asian Business Coalition (GMABC), accessed October 8, 2026. (https://gmabc.org/
language-program)
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highlighted scholarships for Chinese-language teachers through the Beijing Language and Culture University.117 
According to the application, the scholarship is provided by the Center for Language Education and Cooperation 
(CLEC), which runs China’s Confucius Institute program worldwide.118

Georgia

Qatar Foundation International 

QFI provided Amana Academy, a Fulton County charter school, a $30,000 grant in 2019 that funded “student 
travel award for global exchange” and another $46,600 grant in 2020 for additional student travel overseas.119 In 
a 2023 message on LinkedIn, Amana noted that its “relationship with QFI began more than a decade ago” and 
thanked QFI for the grant that enabled 14 students and three staffers to go on a nine-day cultural tour of Qatar.120 
QFI also paid $995 for classroom books and Arabic games, which were used by at least 750 students.121 

From 2021 to 2025, QFI gave five grants totaling at least $202,342 to Georgia State University to fund the Arabic 
Teachers Council of the South, which is made up of K-12 Arabic teachers and college-level instructors.122 During a 
March  2024  teacher workshop,  attendees discussed how to protect themselves from parental criticism when 
introducing social justice lessons in their classrooms. One participant described how she teaches at a Christian 
school, and if she wants “to broach a topic that I am nervous about,” she “will talk to [the school’s] Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion coordinator first,” who can act as a “buffer” with parents.123 

Islamic Development Bank 

Hamzah Science Academy, a PK-7 school in Alpharetta, and Dar Un Noor, a PK-12 school in Atlanta, are both 
CISNA-member schools. Three schools are accredited by CISNA: Al Falah Academy in Norcross, ILM Academy 
in Roswell, and Mohammed Schools of Atlanta.

117. “BLCU Application Guide for International Chinese Language Teachers Scholarship 2022,” Greater Miami Asian Business Coalition, 
accessed July 31, 2026. (https://gmabc.org/teacher-scholarship) 
118. “Beijing Language and Culture University: Application Guide for International Chinese Language Teachers Scholarship 2022,” Center 
for Language Education and Cooperation (CLEC), March 2022, Greater Miami Asian Business Coalition. (https://gmabc.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/03/BLCU-Application-Guide-for-International-Chinese-Language-Teachers-Scholarship-2022.pdf); Hannah Fischer and Thomas 
Lum, “Confucius Institutes in the United States: Selected Issues,” IF11180, Congressional Research Service, May 2, 2023. (https://www.congress.
gov/crs-product/IF11180): “In 2020, the PRC government reportedly renamed the parent organization of the Confucius Institutes, the Chinese 
Language Council International (commonly referred to as Hanban), as the Center for Language Education and Cooperation (CLEC).”
119. Qatar Foundation International, Grant Information, “School Travel Award for Global Exchange,” Grant Number G-9820035703, February 
1, 2019. (https://media.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Amana_Academy_School-Travel-Award-for-Global-Exchange_2019-30000.pdf); 
Qatar Foundation International, Grant Information, “Classroom Connections Grant,” Grant Number G-1680705745, February 18, 2020. 
(https://media.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Amana_Academy_Classroom_Connections_Grant_Agreement_2020-46600.pdf) 
120. Amana Academy Charter School, LinkedIn, 2023. (https://www.linkedin.com/posts/amana-academy-charter-school_education-
experience-learning-activity-7033205506307485696-MYu5)
121. Qatar Foundation International, Grant Information, “Teacher Initiative Grant 2015-2016,” Grant Number G-1512-56164, January 1, 
2016. ( https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Books-for-2016.pdf)
122. “Arabic Teachers Council of the South,” Atlanta Global Studies Center, Georgia Institute of Technology, accessed February 4, 2025. 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20250204215148/https://atlantaglobalstudies.gatech.edu/Arabic_Teachers_Council)
123. “Innovations in Teaching Arabic,” Qatar Foundation International, March 2, 2024. 5:25 to 6:50 (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/03/Social-Justice-teacher-training-1-2.mp4)
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China

Spring Education Group

SEG runs six schools in Georgia, including five Carrington preschools and the Wood Acres School with 
428 students.124 

Post-Confucius Classrooms

According to the Beijing Language and Culture University’s website, Georgia is one of the states where CBC operates. 
However, there is no indication in any of CBC’s annual federal tax filings of money going to Georgia schools.

Illinois

Qatar Foundation International 

Fadi Abughoush teaches Arabic at Chicago’s Lindblom Math and Science Academy high school, which received 
a $154,109 grant from QFI for the 2025-2026 academic year to support Arabic instruction. Most of the funding 
covers the salary and benefits of the position of an unnamed Arabic teacher.125 Abughoush is also very active in 
the QFI-funded Chicago Arabic Teachers Council.126 He has also been training other teachers for multiple 
organizations,127 including the Council of Islamic Schools based in North America (CISNA).128 In addition, several 
State Department-funded student exchange programs have worked with Abughoush, including NSLI-Y, iEARN, 
and Global Nomads.129 

In 2024, QFI honored Abughoush with its Teacher Excellence Award.130 His Instagram posts from that period show 
his consistent support for Hamas.131 On October 7, 2023, the day Hamas butchered 1,200 people in southern Israel, 
Abughoush posted a graphic showing Israeli armaments on one side and a Hamas assault glider on the other. The 
text asks why Israeli arms count as a form of self-defense while the actions of Hamas constitute terrorism. On 

124. “Find a School Near You: Georgia,” Spring Education Group, accessed June 2026. (https://www.springeducationgroup.com/about-us/
locations/?search=Georgia); All numbers come from “The Wood Acres School of Marietta,” Private School Review, accessed September 17, 
2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/the-wood-acres-school-of-marietta-profile) 
125. “Staff,” Lindblom Math and Science Academy, accessed June 15, 2026. (https://www.lindblomeagles.org/apps/staff); Qatar Foundation 
International, “Grant Information,” Grant number UR-8484717193, July 11, 2025. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
Chicago-Lindblom-25-to-26-grant.pdf)
126. Fadi Abughoush, Facebook, March 12, 2026. (https://www.facebook.com/fabughoush/posts/pfbid0ffJ9onnSuvxjjk​YVYVLCzQ​
Xg1WN8ktyhASQJyViH5gjxexRcwCCKzXox1wgreiqyl?rdid=v2NYZr0qSNP7ubRU)
127. “2024 CATC Arabic Pedagogy Conference,” Chicago Arabic Teachers Council, May 9, 2024. (https://voices.uchicago.edu/
catc/2024/05/09/2024-catc-arabic-pedagogy-conference)
128. “CISNA Arabic Academy,” Council of Islamic Schools Based in North America, accessed July 13, 2026. (https://cisnausa.org/
arabic-academy)
129. “Educator Spotlight: Interview with Fadi Abughoush,” iEARN United States, April 24, 2025. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20250520233151/https://us.iearn.org/educator-spotlight-interview-with-fadi-abughoush); Fadi Abughoush (Facebook post), January 
27, 2026. (https://www.facebook.com/share/r/17Fjesixia); “Funding Partners,” Global Nomads Group, accessed June 24, 2026. (https://gng.
org/funding-partners)
130. “2023 Arabic Teacher Excellence Award Recipients,” Qatar Foundation International, accessed February 16, 2025. (https://web.
archive.org/web/20250216172931/https:/www.qfi.org/news/2023-arabic-teacher-excellence-award-recipients); As the website indicates, the 
award for 2023 was announced in April 2024.
131. Fadi Abughoush (@fabughoush), Instagram, October 7, 2023; October 28, 2023; November 14, 2023; January 22, 2024; and October 
21, 2024: compiled in “Posts by Fadi Abughoush.” (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Posts-by-Fadi-Abughoush.docx)
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October 21, 2024, five days after Israeli forces killed Hamas military chief Yahya Sinwar, Abughoush posted a 
sketch of Sinwar’s reported final moments132 with a quote attributed to Sinwar that reads, “The world expects us to 
be well behaved victims.” Another post features a cartoon with the title “Kosher,” in which Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu eats the flesh of Palestinian children while U.S. President Joe Biden pours him a glass of 
blood — echoing a blood libel that for centuries provided a pretext for antisemitic violence.133

In April 2024, Abughoush posted on Facebook about his class’s yearly visit to a Chicago-area mosque, the Mosque 
Foundation, run by Sheikh Jamal Said, who has discussed his support for Muslim Brotherhood members. Along 
with photos of the excursion, Abughoush thanked QFI “for always supporting us making these beautiful field 
trips.”134 In 2007, in prosecuting the Holy Land Foundation for funneling more than $12 million to Hamas, the 
Justice Department identified Jamal Said as an  unindicted  coconspirator.135 During a deposition of Mosque 
Foundation leadership, Said denied being a member of the Muslim Brotherhood or the Palestine Committee.136 
However, Said admitted to signing checks from the Mosque Foundation to HLF. He also acknowledged that in 
his role as chairman of the Mosque Foundation’s zakat, or charity, committee, he was responsible for vetting 
organizations that received these funds.137 

Also in Chicago, Lincoln Park High School (LPHS) received an $88,510 grant in August 2021 to fund teaching 
staff  in the Arabic Language Education Program.138 Emails  between school  officials and QFI show that LPHS 
struggled to attract students into the program.139 In the 2024 progress report it submitted to QFI, LPHS said it tried 
to recruit students from three nearby elementary and middle schools.140 QFI suggested that LPHS apply for an 
Arabic Afterschool Enrichment Grant to attract students who could later enroll in a full-time in-school program. 
QFI then awarded a $24,181 grant for afterschool programming for the 2024-2025 academic year.141

132. “IDF Drone Footage ‘Shows Sinwar in Final Moments,’” BBC News, October 18, 2024. (https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/c8djz4rn144o)
133. Madeleine Schwartz, “The Origins of Blood Libel,” The Nation, January 28, 2016. (https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/the-
origins-of-blood-libel)
134. Fadi Abughoush. Facebook, April 24, 2024. (https://www.facebook.com/fabughoush/posts/pfbid03WuXthd​BQgBke​
HrbH5b8oVbhGDXaTQ6PryUSpHv3XGNu6gZanYWRstjwHa4nakCYl) 
135. List of Unindicted Co-conspirators and/or Joint Venturers, United States v. Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development, No. 
3:04-CR-240-G (N.D. Tex.). (https://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/case_docs/423.pdf); “No Cash for Terror: Convictions 
Returned in Holy Land Case,” Federal Bureau of Investigation, November 25, 2008. (https://archives.fbi.gov/archives/news/stories/2008/
november/hlf112508)
136. Rule 30(b)(6) Deposition of Mosque Foundation by and through Jamal Said at 86-89, Boim v. American Muslims for Palestine, 
No. 17-cv-03591 (N.D. Ill. December 4, 2024). (https://image.jewishinsider.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/22192737/Jamal-Said-
30b6-12-04-2024_Condensed-With-Watermark.pdf) 
137. Rule 30(b)(6) Deposition of Mosque Foundation by and through Jamal Said at 115-116, Boim v. American Muslims for Palestine, 
No. 17-cv-03591 (N.D. Ill. December 4, 2024). (https://image.jewishinsider.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/22192737/Jamal-Said-
30b6-12-04-2024_Condensed-With-Watermark.pdf) 
138. Qatar Foundation International, Grant Information, “Arabic IB Program Support,” Grant Number G-0000000072, August 1, 2021. 
(https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Chicago-LPHS-Arabic-IB-grant.pdf)
139. Email from Eric Steinmiller, principal of Lincoln Park High School, August 24, 2023. (https://fdd.box.com/s/
yqu7d58gg381mrwio0271p7ai451nthn) 
140. “Arabic Program Annual Report 2024,” TL Vision Teaching & Learning Academy, page 20. (https://fdd.box.com/s/1r98v63s2ytu3tw
ugid0ccpmzqw6bbqf) 
141. Qatar Foundation International, Grant Information, “Arabic Afterschool Enrichment Grants,” Grant Number AAEG-0000000055, 
December 11, 2024. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Chicago-LPHS-2024-to-2025-Afterschool-grant.pdf)
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Lincoln Park High School reported to QFI that the after-school program had lessons on how Qatar is a “modern 
Arab nation” and one about Sheikha Moza bint Nasser’s advocacy.142 

Illinois teachers also attended QFI-funded teacher trainings where they created lesson plans for the classroom using 
what they learned during the sessions.143 Zack Crandall, a social studies teacher at Buffalo Grove High School, was 
part of QFI’s Teacher Leadership Program (TLP) in 2018-2019. The program partnered with University of Texas 
at Austin’s Center for Middle Eastern Studies. One of TLP’s major goals was to help K-12 teachers “develop the 
classroom-ready curricula …[on] themes related to the Middle East and the Arabic language.”144

A 2022 TLP training in Chicago was headed by James Gelvin, a UCLA professor who previously said he supports 
the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) campaign, raising questions about the content of the messaging 
provided to trainees.145 

As a TLP participant, Crandall attended a two-day workshop at the University of California, Berkeley in May 
2019.146 QFI offered to pay the school district for a substitute teacher so Crandall could attend, which it often did 
to facilitate participation.147 

Crandall subsequently used QFI funds to  purchase  classroom books148 including Palestine Inside Out: An Everyday 
Occupation by Saree Makdisi, which does not refer to Hamas as a terrorist organization and attributes Hamas’s rise to 
popularity to its ability to grasp the “Palestinian language of self-determination and national liberation.”149 The book also 
asserts the disputed claim150 that Israel engaged in the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians in 1948.151 Crandall developed 

142. “Arabic After School Program Report 2024-2025,” TL Vision Teaching & Learning Academy, TL Vision Teaching & Learning 
Academy, 2025, pages 5-6. (https://fddvisuals.github.io/qfi-contracts-usa/assets/fdd/redacted-qfi-arabic-afterschool-enrichment-grants-
2025-final-report.pdf) 
143. “Teacher Leadership Program 2020-2021: Call for Applications,” Qatar Foundation International and The University of Texas at 
Austin, accessed August 20, 2026. (https://fdd.box.com/s/kfyylxbf4a5pq5yagzvbntesu6qol7wt)
144. “Teacher Leadership Program,” Qatar Foundation International, accessed January 31, 2023. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20230131130214/https:/www.qfi.org/teacher-leadership-program); Email from Zach Crandall, teacher in Buffalo Grove High 
School, on May 8, 2019. (https://fdd.box.com/s/mwqs74zw18n17scw4e98kfxqtnh5ders) 
145. “Workshop 3: The New Middle East,” Teacher Leadership Program, Qatar Foundation International, September 23-25, 2022; 
Aaron Bandler, “UCLA Prof Dismisses Concerns of Lack of Pro-Israel Balance on ‘1948’ Panel,” Jewish Journal, April 17, 2019. (https://
jewishjournal.com/los_angeles/297295/ucla-prof-dismisses-concerns-of-lack-of-pro-israel-balance-on-1948-panel) 
146. Email from Zach Crandall, teacher in Buffalo Grove High School, on April 22, 2019. (https://fdd.box.com/s/
bdjuk1oo2qlsndgv37ogioq8jhw8pjsg)
147. Email from Craig Cangemi, program director at Qatar Foundation International, on May 9, 2019. (https://fdd.box.com/s/
mwqs74zw18n17scw4e98kfxqtnh5ders)
148. Email from Zach Crandall, teacher in Buffalo Grove High School, on March 31, 2019. (https://fdd.box.com/s/9dsw7tzwavpsb8bqsae
lzjvquc3g50lz)
149. Saree Makdisi, Palestine Inside Out: An Everyday Occupation (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2008), pages 378-379. (https://
fdd.box.com/s/uvvfa5nz7r2p4fqxe7ex1rw5ietvxuvv)
150. Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited, 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2004), pages 588-600.
151. Saree Makdisi, Palestine Inside Out: An Everyday Occupation (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2008), pages 1213-1214. (https://
fdd.box.com/s/uvvfa5nz7r2p4fqxe7ex1rw5ietvxuvv)
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multiple lesson plans on the Middle East while enrolled in the QFI program and sent QFI his lesson plan on the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict.152 The plan refers to “Palestinian Resistance to Israeli Rule,” without reference to Hamas or terrorism.153

Islamic Development Bank

Four private Islamic K-12 schools received a total of $1,529,000 in funding from IsDB.154 The American Islamic 
College of Chicago received $460,000, with no listed purpose for the funds. The Universal School in Bridgeview 
received $389,000 for construction. Aqsa School in Bridgeview, a PK-12 girls’ school, received $190,000 for 
construction, while the Islamic Foundation School in Villa Park was granted $300,000 for its extension. IsDB did 
not list a purpose for its $650,000 grant to IQRAA Academy in Rockford.155 

There are five schools in Illinois with CISNA accreditation and an additional six that hold CISNA membership.156 

China

Spring Education Group

SEG owns the seven Chesterbrook Academy preschools in the towns of Wheaton, Westmont, Lisle, Bartlett, 
Naperville, Shorewood — all in the Chicago area — as well as in Champaign.

Post-Confucius Classrooms

The Confucius Institute in Chicago (CIC) was established in 2006 as a three-way partnership between the City 
of Chicago/Chicago Public Schools (CPS), East China Normal University (ECNU), and the Chinese Ministry of 
Education-affiliated office known as Hanban. This makes CPS one of the earliest K-12 district-level Confucius Institutes 
in the country, and notably, one of the few institutes hosted by a school district rather than a university.157 ECNU, like 
many Chinese universities, partners with defense-related entities as part of Beijing’s military-civil fusion program.158

The CPS Chinese World Language Program has seemingly absorbed the Confucius Institute’s K-12 programming. A 
single individual, Jane Lu, served simultaneously as both director of the Chicago institute and the CPS Chinese World 
Language Program.159 Public records from CPS confirm grants to the Office for Multicultural-Multilingual Education 
in support of the World Language Program for the 2025-2026 school year coming directly from the Confucius Institute 

152. Email from Zach Crandall, teacher at Buffalo Grove High School, on May 10, 2019. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/
Crandall-Palestinian-Israel-toolkit-2.pdf)
153. Zach Crandall, “Middle East Teacher’s Toolkit: A Unit on the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict,” teaching resource attached to email to 
Craig Cangemi, May 10, 2019. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Crandall-Palestinian-Israel-toolkit-2.pdf)
154. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed July 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240701152302/https:/www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
155. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
156. “Current Members,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. (https://cisnausa.org/current-members) 
157. “Chicago Public Schools Chinese World Language Program,” Asia Society, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://asiasociety.org/
education/chicago-public-schools-chinese-world-language-program)
158. Craig Singleton, “Universities Maintain Ties to Malign Chinese Entities Following Confucius Institute Closures,” Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies, August 2, 2021. (https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2021/08/02/universities-maintain-ties-malign-chinese-entities)
159. “Chicago Public Schools Chinese World Language Program,” Asia Society, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://asiasociety.org/
education/chicago-public-schools-chinese-world-language-program); Jane Lu, LinkedIn, accessed August 20, 2026. (https://www.linkedin.
com/in/lu-jane-66631868)
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of Chicago, which amounted to over $290,000 for fiscal year 2026.160 Despite reports of the Chicago institute’s closure 
in 2020, public records list the institute as a source of grants for CPS for the 2025-2026 academic year. This suggests 
the institute remains active, even though it has no public presence online or elsewhere.161 

Michigan

Islamic Development Bank 

Three Michigan schools received a total of $745,000 from IsDB. Michigan Islamic Academy in Ann Arbor received 
$200,000, and the Greater Lansing Islamic School in East Lansing received $250,000 — the IsDB website does not 
indicate the purpose of the money. Crescent Academy International in Canton received $295,000 from IsDB for 
expansion.162 There are six CISNA-affiliated schools across Michigan, all of which receive direct financial support 
from IsDB or indirect support thanks to the IsDB partnership with CISNA. 

China

Post-Confucius Classrooms

The former director of Western Kentucky University’s Confucius Institute, Terrill Martin, now runs BG Education 
Management Services (BGEMS), a nonprofit focused on language education. According to the BGEMS website, 
it provides language instruction, places foreign-language teachers in schools, and supports “35 foreign language 
teachers across Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, and Louisiana, impacting over 14,000 registered students.”163

BGEMS’s website indicates it has an active partnership with North China Electric Power University (NCEPU), 
which had previously served as the Chinese partner supporting the Confucius Institute at Western Kentucky 
University (WKU). A timeline on the BGEMS website indicates that BGEMS came into existence after 
the closure of the WKU institute, “To continue [its] Mandarin Language Teacher Program and Cultural 
Exchange Programs.”164

160. “PO_Report_01SEP25_28MAY26,” Chicago Public Schools. (acquired by FOIA June 2026 https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/
PO_REPORT_01SEP25_28MAY26_FOIA.xlsx); “CPS Grant Report 2026,” Chicago Public Schools, accessed September 17, 2026. (acquired by 
FOIA June 2026 https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/CPS-Grant-Report-2026.xlsx)
161. The National Association of Scholars’ report on the closure of Confucius Institutes said the Chicago branch had been replaced with 
the Chicago Chinese Language Center. See: Rachelle Peterson, Ian Oxnevad, and Flora Yan, “After Confucius Institutes: China’s Enduring 
Influence on American Higher Education,” National Association of Scholars, June 15, 2022, page 161. 
162. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
163. “Mr. Terrill D. Martin,” BG Education Management Solutions, accessed June 2026. (https://www.bgeducationms.org/dt_team/mr-
terrill-d-martin); “Home,” BG Education Management Solutions, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.bgeducationms.org) 
164. “About Us: BG Education Management Solutions, Inc.” BG Education Management Solutions, accessed February 26, 2025. (www.
bgeducationms.org/about)
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New Jersey 

Islamic Development Bank

At least a dozen New Jersey K-12 private Islamic schools receive direct financial support from IsDB or indirect 
support thanks to the IsDB partnership with CISNA. Al-Ghazaly High School in Wayne, a CISNA member school, 
received $270,000 directly from the bank to purchase a school building.165 

China

Spring Education Group

SEG operates four Chesterbrook Academy preschools in New Jersey with campuses in Voorhees, Sewell, 
Moorestown, and Marlton, all near Philadelphia. 

Post-Confucius Classrooms

According to the Beijing Language and Culture University  (BLCU) page for CBC, New Jersey is one of the 
states where CBC operates.166 CBC’s federal tax filings show that it has given money to the Elite Preparatory 
Academy in Hopatcong.167

New York

Qatar Foundation International

Rita Lahoud, an Arabic teacher at PS 261 in Brooklyn’s Boerum Hill neighborhood, received QFI’s Teacher 
Excellence Award for 2023.168 From 2015 to 2024, QFI gave the school at least $608,943, mainly to cover salary costs. 
In its citation for the award, QFI noted Lahoud’s founding of “social justice program that provides opportunities 
for her students to connect with children living in refugee camps.”169 In partnership with Lahoud’s nonprofit, Go 
Project Hope, students prepared hygiene kits with Arabic messages for refugees in Greece, mainly from Syria.170 
During the war that began with the Hamas-led October 7, 2023, attack on Israel, Go Project Hope has established 

165. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
166. “Global BLCU,” Beijing Language and Culture University, accessed June 18, 2026. (https://english.blcu.edu.cn/info/1661/4351.htm) 
167. U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Form 990, “Center for Bridging Cultures Inc.” EIN 87-3734438, Schedule I (Grants and Other 
Assistance to Organizations, Governments, and Individuals in the United States), fiscal year ending December 2023, filed March 18, 
2024, ProPublica Nonprofit Explorer. (https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/873734438/202400789349300205/
IRS990ScheduleI)
168. “Staff Contacts,” PS 261 Brooklyn, accessed June 16, 2026. (https://www.ps261brooklyn.org/staff); “2023 Arabic Teacher Excellence Award 
Recipients,” Qatar Foundation International, April 30, 2024. (https://web.archive.org/web/20250216172931/https://www.qfi.org/news/2023-
arabic-teacher-excellence-award-recipients) 
169. “2023 Arabic Teacher Excellence Award Recipients,” Qatar Foundation International, April 30, 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20250216172931/https://www.qfi.org/news/2023-arabic-teacher-excellence-award-recipients) 
170. “Narrative Grant 2022 to 2023,” PS 261, Qatar Foundation International, 2017-2024, page 30. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/11/QFI-NYC-progress-reports.pdf)
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soup kitchens across Gaza,171 while setting up a food distribution center,172 an early childhood learning center,173 
and a tent school.174 

Go Project Hope frequently accuses Israel of genocide and ethnic cleansing175 on its Facebook page. In an appeal 
for donations, Lahoud’s group asserts Israeli responsibility for “a man-made famine” in Gaza.176 

In 2023, QFI posted an image from Lahoud’s classroom, showing a map on the wall in which Israel is labeled 
“Palestine.” Lahoud did not respond to a journalist’s request to comment on the map. Attention from journalists 
and parents led QFI to delete its post and the school to take down the map.177

Separately, in December 2023, a federal judge sentenced NuDay Syria, a partner of Go Project Hope, to five 
years of probation and a $25,000 fine after the group pled guilty to three federal counts of failure to file export 
information.178 According to an FBI investigation, the group knowingly lied about the value and destination of 
the goods it shipped and failed to disclose items it sent to Syria. Go Project Hope posted photographs showing 
activities in which it partnered with NuDay Syria in Syria up until four weeks before the U.S. Justice Department 
announced NuDay Syria had pled guilty.179 Go Project Hope was not named in the announcement.

Also in Brooklyn, QFI gave PS/IS 30 in Bay Ridge at least $960,930 from 2017 to 2025. Most of the funding went to 
pay for teaching assistants and paraprofessionals in the school’s Dual Language Arabic Program for students from 
kindergarten through fifth grade.180 

Islamic Development Bank

New York is home to at least five schools with CISNA accreditation. In addition, two schools received funds from 
IsDB. The Bronx Muslim Center’s Andalusia Islamic School received $250,000 for renovations and supplies, and 
the Al-Ihsan Academy in Queens was granted $280,000 for renovations and upgrades.181 

171. Go Project Hope: A Health Education Initiative, Facebook. (https://www.facebook.com/reel/1300286745342972)
172. Go Project Hope: A Health Education Initiative, Facebook, September 16, 2025. (https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1E2wk52R55/)
173. Go Project Hope: A Health Education Initiative, Facebook. (https://www.facebook.com/reel/872662682142604)
174. Go Project Hope: A Health Education Initiative, Facebook. (https://www.facebook.com/reel/1479037086997535)
175. Go Project Hope: A Health Education Initiative, Facebook, August 21, 2025. (https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1KuEu91CSi)
176. Go Project Hope: A Health and Education Initiative, Facebook.  (https://www.facebook.com/reel/718474834542184)
177. Frannie Block, “NYC Public School Wipes Israel from the Map,” The Free Press, January 11, 2024. (https://www.thefp.com/p/nyc-
public-school-wipes-israel-from-the-map)
178. U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of New Hampshire, Press Release, “NuDay Charity Sentenced for Illegal Exports to Syria,” December 
28, 2023. (https://www.justice.gov/usao-nh/pr/nuday-charity-sentenced-illegal-exports-syria); U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of New 
Hampshire, Press Release, “NuDay Charity Pleads Guilty in Connection with the Illegal Export of Goods to Syria,” September 8, 2023. 
(https://www.justice.gov/usao-nh/pr/nuday-charity-pleads-guilty-connection-illegal-export-goods-syria)
179. Go Project Hope: A Health and Education Initiative, Facebook, August 8, 2023. (https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CxSVxqtzi); 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of New Hampshire, Press Release, “NuDay Charity Pleads Guilty in Connection with the Illegal Export of 
Goods to Syria,” September 8, 2023. (https://www.justice.gov/usao-nh/pr/nuday-charity-pleads-guilty-connection-illegal-export-goods-syria)
180. “Dual Language Arabic Program Interim Narrative and Financial Reports,” PS/IS 30, Qatar Foundation International, 2017-2024. 
(https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/QFI-NYC-progress-reports.pdf)
181. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
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China

Spring Education Group

SEG owns two schools in New York: BASIS Independent Upper and Lower School in Brooklyn with 676 students 
and BASIS Independent Upper and Lower School in Manhattan with 292 students.182 

Post-Confucius Classrooms

The China Institute in America is a New York City-based nonprofit founded in 1926 that operates gallery 
programs, cultural events, and K-12 teacher training programs that reach into American classrooms.183 Since 
2019, the institute has housed the ECNU Center, a collaboration with East China Normal University (ECNU), a 
Shanghai institution. ECNU is a state-administered institution co-funded by China’s Ministry of Education and 
the Shanghai Municipal People’s Government, and it maintains ties to China’s defense and military establishment, 
including links to the Chinese military-civil fusion program.184

In 2006, the institute and ECNU established the China Institute’s Confucius Institute (CI@CI), which operated 
inside the nonprofit’s New York headquarters until the wave of Confucius Institute closures. Rather than ending 
the partnership, the institute established the ECNU Center in April 2019, erasing all mention of CI@CI on its 
website. That same year, the China Institute stopped filing Schedule F (“Statement of Activities Outside the 
United States”) with the IRS, suggesting that the ECNU partnership is now operating solely as a domestic entity 
within the China Institute in America.185 

The China Institute’s Teacher Certificate Program, launched in March 2023, awards a joint credential, issued by 
both the China Institute and ECNU, to K-12 teachers who complete monthly cultural seminars led by ECNU 
faculty.186 The program is funded by the same Ministry of Education office that oversees the global Confucius 
Institute network. Another initiative, Project CLL, recruits cohorts of 25 K-12 Chinese-language teachers from 
New York schools and awards Continued Teacher and Leadership Education (CTLE) professional development 
credits recognized by New York State.187 At least one New York City Department of Education public school 

182. “Find a School Near You,” Spring Education Group, accessed June 11, 2026. (https://www.springeducationgroup.com/about-us/
locations/?search=New%20York); All numbers come from Private School Review (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/basis-independent-
brooklyn-profile), (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/basis-independent-manhattan-profile) 
183. “About Us,” China Institute in America, accessed October 13, 2026. (https://chinainstitute.org); U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Form 
990, “China Institute in America,” fiscal year 2023, ProPublica Nonprofit Explorer, accessed October 13, 2026. (https://projects.propublica.
org/nonprofits/organizations/131623937/202401139349300020/full) 
184. “Universities Maintain Ties to Malign Chinese Entities Following Confucius Institute Closures,” Foundation for Defense of 
Democracies, August 2, 2021. (https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2021/08/02/universities-maintain-ties-malign-chinese-entities); “Introduction 
to ECNU,” East China Normal University, accessed October 14, 2026, (https://english.ecnu.edu.cn/About/Introduction_to_ECNU.htm); 
The latter source confirms ECNU’s affiliation with China’s Ministry of Education.
185. China Institute in America, Press Release, “China Institute Establishes East China Normal University Center at China Institute,” 
April 3, 2019. (https://chinainstitute.org/edc-press/china-institute-establishes-east-china-normal-university-center-china-institute-advance-
education-training-cross-cultural-understanding); U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Form 990, Schedule F, “China Institute in America,” EIN 
13-1623937, fiscal years 2015-2018, ProPublica Nonprofit Explorer, accessed October 13, 2026. (https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/
organizations/131623937) 
186. “China Institute Teacher Certificate Program: Understand Chinese Culture and Practice,” China Institute in America, accessed 
September 17, 2026. https://chinainstitute.org/teacher-certificate-program-in-understanding-of-chinese-culture-practice 
187. “2025 Project Culture and Language Learning for K-12 Educators,” China Institute in America, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://
chinainstitute.org/event/2025-project-culture-and-language-learning-for-k-12-educators)
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teacher at PS310 in Brooklyn is a participant in the program.188 Further, the China Institute’s New York 
International Conference on Teaching Chinese, now in its 24th year, is co-sponsored in 2026 by an entity within 
the Ministry of Education.189 Finally, the ECNU Center and the Center for Language Education and Cooperation 
(CLEC) — the alleged successor to Hanban as the manager of Confucius Institutes190 — are sponsoring the 2026 
China Institute Teacher Certificate Program, underlining their continued ties to the Confucius network.191

In addition to the China Institute in America, the Center for Bridging Cultures (CBC) is active in several school 
districts across New York. As noted above, it has taken over Alfred University’s Chinese-language instruction 
program.192 According to CBC’s federal tax filings, it funds programs in both private and public K-12 schools and 
Bard College in New York.193

Ohio

Qatar Foundation International 

Documents from the Shaker Heights school district show that QFI tried to recruit teachers for training sessions 
and trips abroad. It is unclear whether they were successful in doing so. QFI described one 2019 program in Jordan 
as a “funded cultural immersion trip” for K-12 educators during the summer. The nine-day trip had participants 
from the United States and Qatar “exchange ideas and teaching strategies.”194

QFI advertised another “funded cultural immersion trip” to Qatar and Oman set for March 2020.195 A press 
release196 from a Kentucky high school said one of its Spanish teachers was selected for an earlier version of the 
trip, which planned to include visits to the Grand Mosque of Oman, Al Jazeera in Qatar, and trips to local schools. 
QFI ran a similar trip the previous year, partnering with the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at the University of 

188. “Learn, Share and Lead Workshop Series I,” China Institute in America, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://chinainstitute.org/
event/china-institute-learn-share-and-lead-workshop-series-i)
189. “The 24th New York International Conference on Teaching Chinese,” China Institute in America, accessed September 17, 2026. 
(https://chinainstitute.org/event/the-24th-new-york-international-conference-on-teaching-chinese-a-century-of-chinese-teaching-in-
america-and-the-road-ahead-innovation-impact-and-inspiration)
190. Hannah Fischer and Thomas Lum, “Confucius Institutes in the United States: Selected Issues,” Congressional Research Service, May 
2, 2023. (https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF11180)
191. “China Institute Teacher Certificate Program: Understand Chinese Culture and Practice,” China Institute, accessed July 22, 2026. 
(https://chinainstitute.org/teacher-certificate-program-in-understanding-of-chinese-culture-practice)
192. Jennifer Richmond, “Beijing’s influence persists in US schools under a new name,” The Hill, May 29, 2026. (https://thehill.com/
opinion/education/5866193-china-backed-education-nonprofits)
193. U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Form 990, “Center for Bridging Cultures, Inc.” EIN 87-3734438, filings for fiscal years ending 
December 2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025, ProPublica Nonprofit Explorer, accessed October 13, 2026. (https://projects.propublica.org/
nonprofits/organizations/873734438)
194. Email from Qatar Foundation International (culture@qfi.org) on February 7, 2019. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/07/02_07_2019_10_18_32_Apply-for-the-Summer-Educator-Tour-to-Jordan_culture@qfi.org_.pdf)
195. Email from Qatar Foundation International (culture@qfi.org) on November 27, 2019. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/07/11_27_2019_09_59_34_Spring-Educator-Tour-Applications-Open-Today_culture@qfi.org_.pdf)
196. “MHS Spanish Teacher Selected for Two-Week Mid East Educational Tour,” Murray Independent School District, October 30, 2019. 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20191118031301/https:/www.murray.kyschools.us/news/1668564/mhs-spanish-teacher-selected-for-two-
week-mid-east-educational-tour)
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Texas at Austin. The 2019 itinerary shows that teachers visited the Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque in Oman, Qatar’s 
State Mosque, and Qatar Foundation’s headquarters.197 

Islamic Development Bank 

The Cincinnati ISL Center School received $190,000 from IsDB to purchase a building.198 Ohio is home to at least 
three other schools with CISNA accreditation or membership: Al Bayan Academy in Middletown, Ohio Ihsan 
Academy in Dublin, and El-Sewedy International Academy of Cincinnati in West Chester.199

China

Spring Education Group

SEG owns seven schools in Ohio, including six Enchanted Care Learning Center preschool campuses and one 
Ready Set Grow preschool campus. 

Post-Confucius Classrooms

The East Central Ohio Educational Service Center (ECOESC) is a publicly funded regional education agency 
headquartered in New Philadelphia, that delivers Mandarin Chinese instruction to K-12 students across the region 
via Interactive Video Distance Learning, a summer study program in China, and a weekend Chinese immersion trip 
to Flushing, New York.200 What ECOESC’s own current website omits is a third-party course catalog published in 
2018 that still says ECOESC is “one of just five K-12 Confucius Institutes within the United States.”201 All Confucius 
Institute branding has been scrubbed from ECOESC’s public-facing materials, but the courses, the programming, 
and the infrastructure appear intact. 

According to BLCU’s website, Ohio is one state where the Center for Bridging Cultures operates.202 CBC’s federal 
tax filing show that it has given money to the Global Ambassadors Language Academy in Cleveland.203

197. “QFI/UT Qatar and Oman - Spring,” GEEO Teacher Travel Programs, accessed September 6, 2019. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20190906183926/https://geeo.org/tour/springqataroman)
198. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
199. “CISNA Accredited & General Members: Islamic Schools,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. 
(https://cisnausa.org/current-members); “Accreditation Registry,” Cognia, accessed June 2026. (https://home.cognia.org/registry)
200. “World Languages,” East Central Ohio Educational Service Center, accessed October 8, 2026. (https://www.ecoesc.org/world-languages)
201. “East Central Ohio Educational Service Center Student Academic Courses,” Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration, 
accessed September 6, 2019. (https://www.cilc.org/Interactive-Content/Enroll-in-Student-Academic-Courses/ECOESC-Academic-
Student-Courses.aspx)
202. “Global BLCU,” Beijing Language and Culture University, accessed June 12, 2026. (https://english.blcu.edu.cn/info/1661/4351.htm)
203. U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Form 990, “Center for Bridging Cultures Inc.” EIN 87-3734438, fiscal year ending 
December 2023, ProPublica Nonprofit Explorer, accessed October 13, 2026. (https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/
organizations/873734438/202400789349300205/IRS990ScheduleI)
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Pennsylvania

Islamic Development Bank

Pennsylvania is home to two CISNA member schools, Al Aqsa Islamic Academy in Philadelphia and Manarah 
Islamic Academy in Whitehall.204 Al Aqsa Islamic Society, an umbrella organization that includes Al Aqsa Islamic 
Academy, received a $5 million Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program grant from Pennsylvania Governor 
Josh Shapiro’s administration to expand classrooms and a gym.205 Universal Academy of Pittsburgh and Revival 
Ihya School in Macungie hold CISNA accreditation.206

China

Spring Education Group

SEG owns 24 Chesterbrook Academy preschools throughout Pennsylvania. 

Post-Confucius Classrooms

According to the BLCU page for CBC, Pennsylvania is one of the states where CBC operates.207 CBC’s federal tax 
filing show that it has given money to Central High School in Langhorne.208

Texas

Qatar Foundation International

QFI awarded over $1.1 million to the Arabic Immersion Magnet School (AIMS) in the Houston Independent 
School District from 2015 to 2026. The money funded teaching staff, teaching consultants, classroom materials, 
and cultural events. After the partnership was launched in 2015, school officials in accordance with the contracts, 
allowed QFI staff and consultants to sit in on classroom instruction.209 This provision is common in QFI contracts 

204. “CISNA Accredited & General Members: Islamic Schools,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. 
(https://cisnausa.org/current-members) 
205. John Cole, “Shapiro announces largest grant to a Muslim organization in Pennsylvania,” Pennsylvania Capital-Star, March 26, 2025. 
(https://penncapital-star.com/briefs/shapiro-announces-largest-grant-to-a-muslim-organization-in-pennsylvania); “RACP,” Pennsylvania 
Office of the Budget, accessed July 2026. (https://www.pa.gov/agencies/budget/programs-and-services/for-people-doing-business-with-the-
commonwealth/for-grantees-and-subrecipients/racp) 
206. “CISNA Accredited & General Members: Islamic Schools,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. 
(https://cisnausa.org/current-members) 
207. “Global BLCU,” Beijing Language and Culture University, accessed June 12, 2026. (https://english.blcu.edu.cn/info/1661/4351.htm)
208. U. S. Internal Revenue Service, Form 990, “Center for Bridging Cultures Inc.” EIN 87-3734438, fiscal year ending 
December 2023, ProPublica Nonprofit Explorer, accessed October 13, 2026. (https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/
organizations/873734438/202400789349300205/IRS990ScheduleI)
209. “Teacher Information,” Grant Information 2015 to 2016 and Grant Information 2022 to 2023 for the Arabic Immersion 
Magnet School in Houston, Qatar Foundation International. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/QFI-Teacher-
Requirements-in-Houston.pdf)
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for K-12 school districts.210 Emails between Houston school officials and QFI show that classroom observers went 
to AIMS multiple times from 2017 to 2019.211 QFI also asked to see teachers’ lesson  plans prior to visiting.212 
Another email shows that a QFI staffer shared criticism with an AIMS teacher after a classroom observation 
session, recommending that she have one-on-one coaching.213

From 2016 to 2022, QFI spent more than $462,000 in the Austin Independent School District to fund the Arabic 
Language and Culture program. Contracts show that QFI paid for Arabic instructors at Austin High School and at 
Burnet Middle School along with curricular materials and instructional resources.214 

Teaching materials for QFI-funded program in Austin  include  an all-Arabic  textbook  published in 2008 by 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Ministry of Higher Education. The book’s introduction warns against Zionist 
influence: “A man’s ignorance of Arabs and Arabic may lead him to hate Arabs, avoid them, or stand in the ranks 
of their enemies; this is precisely what we see today from many Westerners whose ignorance of Arabs allowed 
Zionists to manipulate them.”215 

The teaching materials also include a guide to Arabic with examples from the Quran and politicized language 
in Arabic, such as, “Why does the West launch those unjust campaigns against the Arabs and Muslims?”216 
Similar to the material from many other major U.S. cities, the Austin material includes multiple maps that label 
all of Israel as Palestine.217 

Starting in 2020, QFI funded  an annual summer Arabic culture and language camp hosted by Culturingua, a 
San Antonio nonprofit, in partnership with various schools across the San Antonio Independent School District. 

210. Qatar Foundation International, LLC, Grant Contract to Arabic Immersion Magnet School, Attachment 4: Teacher Requirements, 
June 12, 2015, page 13. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Texas-Houston-QFI-FOIA-1.pdf); Qatar Foundation 
International, LLC, Grant Contract to PS 261, Attachment 5: Teacher Requirements, November 5, 2022, page 52. (https://www.fdd.org/
wp-content/uploads/2026/05/PS261-contracts-19-to-24.pdf); Qatar Foundation International, LLC, Grant Contract to Portland Public 
Schools, Attachment 5: Teacher Requirements, July 10, 2023, page 17. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Portland-
contract-2023-to-2024.pdf)
211. Email from Kelly Doffing, representing Qatar Foundation International, on December 6, 2016; Email from Tahreem Akhtar, with 
Qatar Foundation International, on November 1, 2019. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Houston-QFI-email.pdf)
212. Email from Kelly Doffing, representing Qatar Foundation International, on January 5, 2017. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/02/Houston-QFI-email.pdf)
213. Email from Tahreem Akhtar, representing Qatar Foundation International, on November 1, 2019. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/02/Houston-QFI-email.pdf)
214. Qatar Foundation International, “Approved budget,” Grant Information 2016 to 2017 and Grant Information 2017 to 2018 for 
the Arabic Independent School District, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/QFI-
Austin-Contracts.pdf)
215. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Ministry of Higher Education, Um Al-Qura University, Institute for Teaching Arabic to Non-Native 
Speakers, Research and Curriculum Unit, “Teaching Arabic to Non-Native Speakers,” 2008, page 7. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/02/Saudi-Ministry-of-Higher-Ed-textbook.pdf)
216. Youssef Al-Mulla, “Rules of the Arabic Language,” 2007, slide 86. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/
Arabic-Grammar.pdf)
217. Taoufiq Cherkaoui, “My Arabic GCSE Speaking Book,” page 1. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/arabic-gcse-
speaking-book-l.pdf); Iman Arabi-Katbi Hashem, “My Two Worlds as an Arab American: Thematic Units for Heritage Speakers of Arabic,” 
accessed October 8, 2026, page 101. (obtained via public records request https://fdd.box.com/s/bg7vfy6cjl0ye96zf7ebshza17bgvqw0); 
https://fdd.box.com/s/qkyao47fmvw7b1rkoivce71cgd9irlcz)

https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Texas-Houston-QFI-FOIA-1.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/PS261-contracts-19-to-24.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/PS261-contracts-19-to-24.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Portland-contract-2023-to-2024.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Portland-contract-2023-to-2024.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Houston-QFI-email.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Houston-QFI-email.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Houston-QFI-email.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Houston-QFI-email.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Houston-QFI-email.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/QFI-Austin-Contracts.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/QFI-Austin-Contracts.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Saudi-Ministry-of-Higher-Ed-textbook.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Saudi-Ministry-of-Higher-Ed-textbook.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Arabic-Grammar.pdf)
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Arabic-Grammar.pdf)
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/arabic-gcse-speaking-book-l.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/arabic-gcse-speaking-book-l.pdf
https://fdd.box.com/s/bg7vfy6cjl0ye96zf7ebshza17bgvqw0
https://fdd.box.com/s/qkyao47fmvw7b1rkoivce71cgd9irlcz


Foreign Funding and Influence in America’s K-12 Education System 35

According to the Culturingua website, students were taught about the Arab world with a focus on six countries 
including Palestine, despite its lack of statehood.218

Islamic Development Bank

The Islamic School of Irving received $200,000 for construction, and Brighter Horizons Academy received $995,000 
for construction, technology enhancement, and teacher training.219 Texas is home to more than a dozen schools 
with CISNA accreditation. 

Texas is set to operate one of the largest school-choice voucher programs in the United States, which will offer 
IsDB-supported schools access to taxpayer funds.220 

China 

Spring Education Group

SEG owns the Honor Roll School with 578 students, Paragon Prep with 189 students, Merryhill School with 147 
students, Paragon Prep preschool, and seven Xplor preschools in Texas.221

Post-Confucius Classrooms

ILTexas Global is a nonprofit “that operates the ILTexas Private High School in partnership with the International 
Leadership of Texas (ILTexas) charter school district to support and facilitate cross-cultural educational 
models and methods,” and has several partner schools in China.222 ILTexas Global also administered Confucius 
Classroom programming on behalf of China’s Ministry of Education until June 30, 2023, when according to a 
public financial statement, “the organization terminated the facilitation of the Confucius Classroom program.”223 
Correspondence between ILTexas Global and a Chinese official indicates that, as late as May 2023, the former 
anticipated the signing of a new memorandum of understanding (MOU) with CLEC, the ministry arm 
responsible for Confucius networks, to replace the MOU previously held with IL Texas’s “Confucius Classroom 
Coordination Office.”224 There is no confirmation that a new MOU was later signed. Until at least September 2025, 
the ILTexas Global website stated, “Through our partnership with the Chinese Ministry of Education, ILTexas 

218. “Arab Culture, Art, & Language Camps,” Culturingua, accessed March 10, 2026. (https://web.archive.org/web/20260310004602/
https://www.culturingua.com/programs/arts-culture/arab-culture-art-language-camps)
219. “Community Outreach Programme: Map of Projects,” Islamic Development Bank, accessed February 2024. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20240224152408/https://www.isdb.org/communityoutreach/map)
220. Jaden Edison, Yuriko Schumacher, and Suraj Thapa, “School vouchers in Texas: Everything you need to know,” The Texas Tribune, 
January 23, 2025. (https://www.texastribune.org/2025/01/23/texas-vouchers) 
221. “Find a School Near You: New York,” Spring Education Group, accessed June 11, 2026. (https://www.springeducationgroup.com/
about-us/locations/?search=New%20York); “The Honor Roll School of Sugar Land,” Private School Review, accessed September 17, 2026. 
(https://www.privateschoolreview.com/the-honor-roll-school-of-sugar-land-profile); “Paragon Prep Private School of Austin,” Private School 
Review, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/paragon-preparatory-profile); “Merryhill Private School of 
Arlington,” Private School Review, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/merryhill-school-arlington-profile)
222. “About Us,” ILTexas Global, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.iltexasglobal.org/about-iltexas-global)
223. “Consolidated Financial Statements,” ILTexas Global, June 30, 2023. (https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1715887813/
iltexasglobalorg/hgf2zhmtldcuvc2qykfv/2023ILTexasGlobal-AuditReport-Final.pdf)
224. Redacted email from Director of Chinese, International Leadership of Texas to Lei Gu, Chinese Embassy, “Recap of Meeting 5-25-
23,” May 26, 2023. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/ILTexas_CLEC_REDACTED.pdf)
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Global acted as an intermediary between the Ministry and school districts.”225 After receiving a request from 
FDD pursuant to the Texas Public Information Act for the release of records related to Confucius Classrooms, 
ILTexas Global removed this language.226

Washington

Qatar Foundation International

QFI has allocated at least $166,000 in funding for Seattle Public Schools, including Chief Sealth International High School. 
Contracts show that most of the funding was spent on teacher salaries, curricular materials, and teacher trainings.227 

Islamic Development Bank

Medina Academy in Bellevue holds CISNA accreditation, and Risalah School of Excellence in Mill Creek is a 
CISNA member school.228 

China

Spring Education Group

SEG owns four Evergreen Academy schools with 447 students, the Brighton School with 327 students, and two 
BASIS Independent schools in Washington with 593 students.229

Post-Confucius Classrooms

The Confucius Institute of Washington (CIWA) describes itself as “an international partnership involving Pacific 
Lutheran University (PLU), Sichuan University in China, Seattle Public Schools, Chongqing Jiaotong University, 
and The Alliance for Education.”230 CIWA’s Confucius Institute Education Center is located on the premises of a 

225. “Partnerships,” ILTexas Global, screenshot captured September 2025.  (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/IL-Texas-
Global-Sept-Screenshot.png) 
226. “Partnerships,” ILTexas Global, screenshot captured September 2025.  (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/IL-Texas-
Global-Sept-Screenshot.png) 
227. Qatar Foundation International, LLC, “Grant Information: G-4613118856,” August 1, 2022. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/05/seattle-grant-Chief-Sealth-2022-to-2023.pdf); Qatar Foundation International, LLC, Grant Agreement with Seattle 
Public Schools, Grant Number G-9017645788, August 7, 2023. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/seattle-23-to-24.pdf)
228. “CISNA Accredited & General Members: Islamic Schools,” Council of Islamic Schools based in North America, accessed June 2026. 
(https://cisnausa.org/current-members) 
229. “Find a School Near You: Washington,” Spring Education Group, accessed June 2026. (https://www.springeducationgroup.com/about-
us/locations/?search=Washington); “Evergreen Academy Preschool & Elementary School of Bothell,” Private School Review, accessed 
September 17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/evergreen-academy-profile/98011); “Brighton School of Mountlake Terrace,” 
Private School Review, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/brighton-school-profile); “BASIS Independent 
School of Bellevue,” Private School Review, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.privateschoolreview.com/basis-independent-
bellevue-profile)
230. “Confucius Institute,” Confucius Institute of the State of Washington, Pacific Lutheran University, accessed June 2026. (https://web.
archive.org/web/20260610211204/https://www.plu.edu/confucius-institute)  
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public school, the Chief Sealth International High School.231 The Australian Strategic Policy Institute notes that 
Sichuan University, PLU’s CI partner, is a high security risk considering its defense labs and military ties.232

The director of CIWA, Thad Williams, is an employee of Seattle Public Schools who works in language instruction 
and international education.233 In his role as a school official, Williams was also listed as the project director on QFI 
contracts for Seattle Public Schools’ Arabic programs from 2022 to 2026.234 

Another intersection between CIWA and QFI is their support for OneWorld Now, a nonprofit that provides after-
school foreign language classes to Seattle public school students. The group’s 2024 annual report listed both CIWA 
and QFI as institutional supporters.235 The 2019 edition listed CIWA and QFI as “partners and funders.”236

231. “About,” Confucius Institute of the State of Washington, Pacific Lutheran University, accessed March 24, 2025. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20260517185847/https://www.plu.edu/confucius-institute/about) 
232. “Sichuan University” (四川大学), Australian Strategic Policy Institute, International Cyber Policy Centre, China Defence Universities 
Tracker, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://unitracker.aspi.org.au/universities/sichuan-university)
233. Thad Williams, LinkedIn, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.linkedin.com/in/thad-williams-ph-d-2399b830); “Thad 
Williams,” Confucius Institute of the State of Washington, Pacific Lutheran University, accessed January 13, 2026. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20260113100522/https://www.plu.edu/confucius-institute/staff/thad-williams)
234. Thad Williams, LinkedIn, accessed September 17, 2026. (https://www.linkedin.com/in/thad-williams-ph-d-2399b830); “Thad 
Williams,” Confucius Institute of the State of Washington, Pacific Lutheran University, accessed January 13, 2026. (https://web.archive.
org/web/20260113100522/https://www.plu.edu/confucius-institute/staff/thad-williams); Examples of QFI grants contracts Mr. Williams 
oversaw can be found here: Qatar Foundation International, LLC, Grant Agreement, Grant No. G-4613118856 (Chief Sealth International 
High School, Seattle Public Schools, 2022-2023 school year). (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/seattle-grant-Chief-
Sealth-2022-to-2023.pdf); Qatar Foundation International, LLC, Grant Agreement, Grant No. G-9017645788 (Seattle Public Schools, 
awarded August 7, 2023; grant period August 7, 2023 - June 30, 2024; $32,500.00. (https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
seattle-23-to-24.pdf); Qatar Foundation International, LLC, Grant Agreement, Grant No. G-4421719276 (Seattle Public Schools, dated 
August 1, 2024; grant period August 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025; $75,000.00 total available funds), signed September 19, 2024. (https://www.
fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Signed_Seattle_PS_Agreement_24-25-1.pdf)
235. “Impact Report 2023 & 2024,” OneWorld Now, accessed August 9, 2025. (https://web.archive.org/web/20250809234434/https://
oneworldnow.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2023-2024AnnualReport.pdf)
236. “2019 Annual Report,” OneWorld Now, accessed April 23, 2023. (https://web.archive.org/web/20230403204626/https://oneworldnow.
org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2019-Annual-Report.pdf)
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FDD values diversity of opinion and the independent views of its scholars, fellows, and board members. The views of the authors 
do not necessarily reflect the views of FDD, its staff, or its advisors.
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